March 5, 2006

FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR

LENT IS A JOURNEY

When you go on vacation you have to make
certain preparations. You pack your bags, lock up
the house, then get in the car with the troubling
thought that just maybe you have forgotten some-
thing, but for the life of you, you cannot think of
what it is. Going on a trip can cause some anxiety.
The public ministry of Jesus was like a journey. In
the Gospel of today’s Mass from St. Mark Our Lord
took a trip that caused Him a good deal of anxiety.

“The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert,
and He remained in the desert for forty days, tempted
by Satan. He was among wild beasts, and the angels
ministered to Him.” Throughout

at the time of Noah. “Christ suffered for sins once,
the righteous for the sake of the unrighteous, that He
might lead you to God. Put to death in the flesh, He
was brought to life in the Spirit. In it He also went to
preach to the spirits in prison, who had once been dis-
obedient while God patiently waited in the days of
Noah during the building of the ark, in which a few
persons, eight in all, were saved through water. This
prefigured Baptism, which saves you now.”

The land, so to speak, died in the flood and
was buried beneath its waters. But when the waters
receded a new life blossomed, and God established a

covenant of love with His people.

the time after His Baptism in the 77— In the waters of Baptism we die as
Jordan when He began to preach ‘ o 7 a sinful people. Then we rise to a
the kingdom of God and to gather A &, = new life in the Christ and we enter
disciples around Himself Jesus S f =2 into the new and eternal covenant
was on a journey along a road o ‘ with God His Father. Baptism is a

mapped out by His Heavenly Fa-
ther which would lead Him up to
the Holy City, Jerusalem. There
He would fulfill the purpose of
His coming among us through His .
death and resurrection. Every-
thing in the life of the Christ led
to the cross. Jesus was getting
ready for His journey to Calvary
from the very moment of His conception in Mary S
womb. But He concluded His immediate preparation
during those forty days in the desert as told by St.
Mark. Today is the First Sunday of Lent. Lentis a
journey. And like the journey of Our Lord in the de-
sert, the season of Lent lasts for forty days.

The great event of the death and resurrection
of Jesus the Christ is known as His Paschal Mystery.
We know the meaning of this event from our Eucha-
ristic Acclamations at Mass when we proclaim to the
Lord Jesus: “By dying You destroyed our death, by
rising You restored our life,” and “By Your cross and
resurrection You have set us free; You are the Savior
of the world.” The first great sacrament of Lent is
Baptism which is our initial sharing in the Paschal
Mystery. This Sunday in the second reading from the
first letter of St. Peter we are told that salvation
comes to us in a baptismal bath kind of like the flood

living out of that first acclamation:
“By dying You destroyed our
death, by rising You restored our
life.”

Because in our weakness
we fail to keep a perfect covenant
with the Father after our Baptism,
we have another way of coming
into contact with the saving death
and resurrection of the Son, and that is the Sacrament
of Penance, the second great sacrament of Lent. Pen-
ance is a living out of that second Eucharistic Accla-
mation: “By Your cross and resurrection You have
set us free; You are the Savior of the world.”

That reading from St. Peter reminds us today
that “Christ died for sins once and for all, a just man
for the sake of the unjust, so that He might lead us to
God.” Lent is atime to get our bags packed for the
journey toward the fulfillment of our existence on
this earth. For the life of us we must not forget the
map. We must keep our eyes fixed on Jesus the
Christ as the Church presents Him to us in the Lenten
Scriptures. Jesus is a living map for us, leading us
through the sacramental experiences of His Paschal
Mystery to our own personal salvation.

God Bless Our Parish,
FATHER ED GLEESON, PASTOR
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First Sunday of Lent

FLOWERS

The two large bouquets adorning the main altar

were made available through the kindness of
FATHER EDWARD D. GLEESON.

Cut
Weesy Offering

The collection for St. James on the weekend of
February 26th was $3,199.88

The number of February 26th Offertory Envelopes
handed in the weekend of February 25 and 26 was
183. The amount of money coming out of those en-
velopes was $2,830.00 which averages out to $15.46
per envelope. Our many thanks to the 183 contribut-
ing families.

BLESS YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED AND
VALUED SUPPORT.

Qdoration

of the

Blessed Sacrament

© . 8. Paluch Co., Inc.

Have you ever tried to spend a whole hour doing nothing
but listening to the voice that dwells deep in your heart?
When there is no radio to listen to, no TV to watch, no
book to read, no person to talk to, no project to finish,
no phone call to make, you are better able to discover
the great compassion and love of Jesus who died for our
sins. This Lent attend the Lenten Day of Adoration for
just one short hour meditating on the love of God for you
and for the whole world.

Mission
|

TAKE A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY WITH

YOUR FAMILY THIS LENT.
It just isn’t Lent without it!
Sunday, March 12 at 7:00pm
Monday, March 13 at 7:00pm
Tuesday, March 14 at 7:00pm

LENTEN PARISH MISSION

Pari5i|7

MASS & SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
SATURDAY, MARCH 25TH AT 10:00AM

FOR PARISHIONERS, THEIR FAMILIES & FRIENDS

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is
not meant to be a private action involving only the
priest and the sick person. Rather, it is a public ac-
tion involving the whole Christian community, the
whole body of Christ.

Ordinarily, the recipients of the sacrament
are as follows:
—Those who suffer from a serious illness.
—Those who suffer from serious weakness caused
by old age.
—Those who have already been anointed, but suffer
from a different illness, or the same illness grows
worse.
—Those who are to undergo surgery because of se-
rious illness.
—Small children who are seriously ill and have suffi-
cient reason to understand and respond to the sac-
rament with faith.

Immediately after the Mass and Anointing of
the Sick there will be light refreshments served in
the hall by the women of the Altar & Rosary Sodality.
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First Sunday of Lent
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LENTEN, HOLYWEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE
OF DEVOTIONAL AND SPIRITUAL ACTIVITIES

Sunday, March 5
First Sunday of Lent

Friday, March 10
Mass and Stations of the Cross
7:00pm

Sunday, March 12
Second Sunday of Lent

Sunday, March 12 at 7:00pm

Monday, March 13 at 7:00pm

Tuesday, March 14 at 7:00pm
LENTEN PARISH MISSION

Friday, March 17
Mass and Stations of the Cross
7:00pm

Saturday, March 18
First Confessions for
Second Graders
3:00pm

Sunday, March 19
Third Sunday of Lent

Friday, March 24
Mass and Stations of the Cross
7:00pm

Saturday, March 25
MASS FOR THE
ANNOINTING OF THE SICK 10:00 am

Sunday, March 26
Fourth Sunday of Lent

Thursday, March 30
DAY OF ADORATION
9:00am to 9:00pm

_ Friday, March 31
; Mass and Stations of the
Cross

(%
ﬁl““’*ﬁ-
7:00pm

Sunday, April 2
Fifth Sunday of Lent

Friday, April 7
Sacred Heart Novena 6:45pm
Mass and Stations of the Cross
7:00pm

Saturday, Sunday,
April 8 &9
Passion Sunday
(PALM SUNDAY)
Masses with the
Blessing and
Distribution of Palms
5:30pm, 8:30, 10:00,
11:30am

Monday, April 10
Confessions 7:00 to 8:00pm

Wednesday, April 12
Confessions 6:00 to 7:00pm
Mass 7:00pm
Confessions 7:45 to 8:30pm

Thursday, April 13
HOLY THURSDAY
Mass of the Last

Supper
7:00pm
Adoration of the

Blessed
Sacrament
8:30pm to 12:00 Midnight

Bus Leaves to Visit Churches

8:30pm
Friday, April 14 M
DN B
Statlgrossgf the xle .65‘ 4
3:00pm

Divine Mercy Novena 6:30pm
Good Friday Liturgical Service
7:00pm

ol

SATURDAY

Saturday, April 15
EASTER VIGIL
Blessing of Food Baskets
1:00pm
Divine Mercy Novena
6:30pm
Mass of the Easter Vigil 7:00pm

Sunday, April 16
EASTER SUNDAY
Masses with the Sprinkling of
the Holy Waters
8:30, 10:00, 11:30am
Divine Mercy Novena 7:00pm

Monday, April 17 at 7:00pm
Tuesday, April 18 at 7:00pm
Wednesday, April 19 at 6:30pm
Thursday, April 20 at 7:00pm
Friday, April 21 at 7:00pm
Saturday, April 22 at 5:00pm
DIVINE MERCY NOVENA

Divine Mexrc
Sunday /

Sunday, April 23
DIVINE MERCY
SUNDAY
Adoration 1:00 to 3:00pm
Divine Mercy Chaplet 3:00pm
Benediction 3:30pm




First Sunday of Lent

VOTIVE CANDLES

Votive offering for the week

of March 5th

In memory of Darren Chud

Nelson Family
Linda Arra

Brandon Doyle, Safety in Iraq

Nancy, Christina & Robert
Michael and Dolly Michael

& Grandchildren

Papa & Jenny

(from Pat Miller)
Tony & Denise Aragon in

honor of St. Joseph

for the
weelk

Mass
Intentions

Monday March 6 Lenten Weekday
8:15 AM TRose Stanek
Tuesday March 7 Ss. Perpetua and
FO OD Felicity
DRIVE 1 "% $ 8:15 AM ¥Rose Stanek
% &
(@ * Wednesday March 8 St. John of God
i 7:00PM Purgatorial Society
% % 5 o rJerry Murphy—Birthday
* )& )
D) % % -_Jo1 Thursday March 9 St. Frances of Rome
283 D . * 8:15AM TRose Stanek
D : % 4
t D Friday March 10 Lenten Weekday
0 * D MASS & STATIONS OF THE CROSS
* * ) D 7:00PM wMary Obrochta—Birthday
D %
% . )* Saturday March 11
/ . % _ Vigil: 2nd Sunday of Lent
g % 56 77 8t 4:30t0 5:15PM Confessions
6'CC D 1> FE% 5:30PM special intention—Lynn
Violante
1 , % t# < D
o . Sunday March 12
March 10 7:00PM SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
8:30AM int. of Tom & Grace Kulawiak
A /776 (C - 10:00AM TVera Janda
)= T- 11:30AM T Betty Mogy
*6 ( - 7:00PM PARISH MISSION
/*/
March 11 & 12 5:30 PM 8:30AM 10:00 AM 11:30 AM
Celebrant % " $ w " $ ) (D)
Altar Servers * +, - o $(C *1 /*0 & "-
* +,_ /* && $( LS 1 _*
_* +, - 770 i@ $( T - 2x )
Lector 3*4 $3$ /5 / *q gy - %" 3B
LEM $/7 % $/7 $ $/7 $ $/7 $
Ushers -*0 - * & * 1 V& )¢,
* +,- 8 *3 &% *y - %" 08
* + —_ * $ * ! » * 2 $ +$y
/" O*% + VAR 3 .+ 5




