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FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 

The Reading Of The Passion On Palm Sunday Prepares Us For Holy Week The Reading Of The Passion On Palm Sunday Prepares Us For Holy Week   

 Palm Sunday is kind of a strange celebration.  
Today we recall that time when Jesus came riding 
into Jerusalem on a donkey.  It was a procession, a 
ticker tape parade, a welcoming event for a hero.  
Late last October fans threw confetti at the Sox play-
ers after they had won the World Series. Two thou-
sand years ago the fans of Jesus waved palms at Him.  
It was pretty much the same thing.  There was, how-
ever, one huge difference.  In early November of ’05 
those same Sox fans were not yelling for Ozzie Guil-
len to be crucified!  Five days after the Jerusalem pa-
rade, many of those same Jews were, indeed, scream-
ing for the blood of Jesus.  They were extremely 
fickle fans to say the least.  So Palm Sunday is really 
the beginning of Our Lord’s Passion.  This is exactly 
why the story of the Passion is read today instead of a 
regular Gospel.  The reading of the 
Passion on Palm Sunday prepares 
us for Holy Week.  It is now up to 
us to participate in the Holy Week 
liturgies. 
 During that first Holy Week 
a series of actions took place which 
God the Father had planned and 
which He guided by means of God 
the Holy Spirit in order to accom-
plish our salvation.  In the center of 
this divine drama stood, not a celeb-
rity like Ozzie Guillen, but God the Son, the Messiah, 
the Savior, the Christ, the Anointed One of God, the 
Lamb who takes away the sins of the world.  Holy 
Week starts with this highly public entrance of Jesus 
into Jerusalem and reaches a climax during the three 
days of the Triduum, that is, Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and Easter Sunday.  These are the high holy 
days of our Catholic Faith.  St. John, apostle and 
Gospel writer, explained the meaning of Holy Week.  
“Jesus realized that the hour had come for Him to 
pass from this world to the Father.  He had loved His 
own in this world, and would show His love for them 
to the end.”  The Greek word used by St. John for 
“end” means not only “until His life is over” but also 
“to the fullest extent.”  Actually the Christ would 
show the fullest love by sacrificing His life for us. 
 Holy Thursday is the anniversary of the Last 
Supper.  Jesus was, of course, thinking about His fi-

nal act of love while on this earth, His death on the 
cross.  So that His followers might be able to share in 
His sacrifice throughout all ages,  He instituted the 
sacrament of His Paschal Mystery, His death and res-
urrection.  At the Last Supper “under the appearances 
of bread and wine, Jesus offered His Body and 
Blood, gave them to His apostles to eat and drink, 
and then commanded them to carry on this mystery.”  
The Church explains the connection between Holy 
Thursday and Good Friday this way:  “the sacrifice of 
the cross and its sacramental renewal in the Mass, 
which Jesus instituted at the Last Supper and com-
manded His apostles to do in His memory, are one 
and the same, differing only in the manner of offer-
ing, and that consequently the Mass is at once a sacri-
fice of praise and thanksgiving, of reconciliation and 

expiation.” 
 Good Friday is the anniversary 
of the Cross.  On the afternoon of that 
first Good Friday Our Savior offered 
the sacrifice of Himself which He had 
instituted as a sacrament on the previ-
ous night.  And so in the daylight hours 
of Good Friday, especially around 
3:00pm, we call to mind the details of 
the suffering and death of the Christ.  
Holy Saturday is the Day of the Tomb.  
The burial of Jesus indicated that His 

death was real, not a fiction, not a pretense.  It is the 
day of supreme quiet, the great silence.  We call Holy 
Saturday the Easter Vigil because it begins the third 
and greatest day of the Triduum, Easter Sunday.  On 
Easter Jesus the Christ broke the bond of death.  “By 
dying He destroyed our death; by rising He restored 
our life.”  In the Eucharistic celebration His resurrec-
tion cannot be separated from His death.  “Lord, by 
your cross and resurrection you have set us free; you 
are the Savior of the world.” 
 Today we bless our palms and then take them 
home.  This action shows that we are fans of Jesus.  
We pray that we will not be as fickle as those original 
fans of Jesus back in Jerusalem.  The reading of this 
Passion should inspire us to come back to this church 
on Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday. 
   God Bless Our Parish, 
   FATHER ED GLEESON, PASTOR 
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FLOWERFLOWERFLOWERFLOWERFLOWERFLOWERFLOWERFLOWER SSSSSSSS        
The two large bouquets adorning the main altar  
were made available through the kindness of  
BUD & BEVERLY LEWIS. 

The collection for St. James on the weekend of 

April 2nd was $3,108.27 

Maintenance was $1,576.00 
 

The number of April 2nd Offertory Envelopes 
handed in the weekend of April 1 and 2 was 146. 
The amount of money coming out of those envelopes 
was $2,289.00 which averages out to $15.68 per en-
velope.  Our many thanks to the146 contributing 
families. 

BLESS YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED AND 
VALUED SUPPORT.  

Pillsbury, Yoplait, Betty Crocker, Ziploc, Nature Valley, Old El 
Paso, Hamburger Helper, Pop Secret, Bisquick, Gold Medal 
Flour, Cereals such as: Cheerios, Wheaties, Rice/Corn Chex, 
Total, Kix, Cinnamon Toast Crunch, Trix, Cocoa Puffs, Reese’s 
Puffs, Raisin Nut Bran, Fiber One, Country Corn Flakes, Basic 
4, Golden Grahams, Boo Berry, Count Chocula, Golden Gra-
hams.  For a complete list go to the web at boxtops4educa-
tion.com. 

HOLY THURSDAY BUS  

VISITING LOCAL CHURCHES 
REMINDER:  For all those who have signed up for 
the bus to visit churches on Holy Thursday, the bus 
will leave our parking lot promptly at 8:30pm.  At 
this late stage we can only accommodate those who 
have already signed up.  If you want to wait “stand 
by” for any no shows, you are welcome to do so, be 
we cannot guarantee that you will be able to fit on 
the bus.  

Sister Bonaventure, Sister Isaac (Lisa) and Sister Benigna are 
working hard to open a day care center.  This will help them 
make a living and carry on their teaching mission.  Sister 
Bonaventure has started to collect box top coupons to help buy 
supplies for their school.  We are asking for your help.  Please 
help them earn cash for their day care center.  Every time you 
shop for groceries Clip Box Top coupons from hundreds of your 
favorite products that can be found at your local grocery store.  
Each coupon is worth 10 cents that she can use when she re-
deems them.  Please check that the date on the coupon has 
not expired.  We were blessed to have them here helping us for 
three years.  Now they are in need of our help.  Please cut out 
the box tops and bring them to us so that we can pass them on 
to these missionary sisters who have helped us.  We will collect 
them during the rest of this school year and start up next year.  
So during the summer please continue to collect them.  We 
appreciate your generous hearts. 
   Thank You! 
  Elsa Rubinelli and Linda Arra 

The following individuals were 
blessed eternally for they received 
their FIRST GRACE  through 
BAPTISM at St. James at Sag 
Bridge Church on April 2, 2006. 
 

Evan Patrick son of  
Damien & Marisa (Oakley) 

AHERNE 
 

Salvatore Gabriel son of 
Mario & Giovanna (Bottari)  

IMBARRATO 

We welcome these new Christians into our 

Catholic Community of St. James.   

Congratulations to the families.Congratulations to the families.Congratulations to the families.Congratulations to the families.  

ST. JAMES BOOSTER CLUB BOOSTER CLUB  
APRILAPRIL  WINNERS WINNERS:: 
1st Prize:  KAYT MILLER 

2nd Prize: MARY BERRY 

3rd Prize:  CASIMIR WODYNSKI 

 There is still time to join the Booster Club 
for  only $20.00 and get a chance to win money 
every month.  First prize:  $100.00, 2nd prize: 
$50.00, 3rd prize: $25.00.  Proceeds to benefit St. 
James at Sag Bridge.  You still have 15 chances to 
win. Tickets can be purchased in the rectory. You 
do not have to be a parishioner to win. 
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APRIL IS CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

 Child abuse is a serious social and public health issue.  More than one mil-
lion children are abused each year in the United States.  In Illinois, last year 97,441 
children were reported as abused or neglected.  

What is child abuse? 
 Physical abuse—includes 
beating, burning or punching a 
child. 
 Emotional abuse—may 
involve criticizing, insulting, re-
jecting or withholding love from a 
child. 
 Sexual abuse—includes 
rape, touch/fondling or involving 
a child in pornography. 
 Neglect—includes failure 
to provide for a child’s basic 
physical, emotional or educa-
tional needs.  Leaving a young 
child home alone or failing to pro-
vide needed medical care may be 
considered neglect. 

 
 
 
 

Who abuses children? 
 Most often the abuser is 
someone the child knows, such 
as a parent, neighbor or relative. 
Where does it happen? 
 Child abuse usually hap-
pens in the child’s home.  Some-
times it happens in other set-
tings, such as a child care center. 
Isn’t child abuse rare? 
 Each year, close to 3 mil-
lion reports of suspected abuse 
are found in the United States.  
Last year, 97,441 children were 
reported as abused or neglected 
in Illinois. Many more cases may 
never even get reported. Over 
5,000 children were taken into 
protective custody.  Additionally, 
50 children died as a result of 
abuse or neglect.  One victim of 
child abuse is one too many. 

 
MAKE CHILDREN A PRIORITY 
 If you are a parent, begin 
today by being a better parent 
(and help your family, friends, 
and neighbors be better parents.) 
--Show your children that you love 
them.  This gives them a sense of 
security, belonging and support.  
Catch them being good and give 
them lots of praise. 
--Really listen.  Give your children 
your undivided attention when 
they are talking—be patient and 
remember that children move at 
a different pace when they tell a 
story about their day. 
--Spend time with your children.  
Find some special time for each 
of your children.  Play with them, 
talk with them, and read with 
them. 
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Saturday, Sunday,  
April 8 & 9 

Passion Sunday  
(PALM SUNDAY) 
Masses with the  
Blessing and  

Distribution of Palms 
5:30pm, 8:30, 10:00,   

11:30am 
 

 Monday, April 10 
CONFESSIONSONFESSIONSONFESSIONSONFESSIONS 7:00 to 8:00pm 

 

Wednesday, April 12 
CONFESSIONSONFESSIONSONFESSIONSONFESSIONS 6:00 to 7:00pm 

Mass 7:00pm 
CONFESSIONSONFESSIONSONFESSIONSONFESSIONS 7:45 to 8:30pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, April 13  
HOLY THURSDAY 

Mass of the Last Supper 
7:00pm 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
8:30pm to 12:00 Midnight 

Bus Leaves to Visit Churches 8:30pm 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, April 14  
GOOD FRIDAY 

Outdoor Stations of the Cross 
3:00pm 

Divine Mercy Novena 6:30pm 
Good Friday Liturgical Service 

7:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 15  
EASTER VIGIL 

Divine Mercy Novena                          
6:30pm 

Mass of the Easter Vigil 7:00pm 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, April 16  
EASTER SUNDAY 

Masses with the Sprinkling of  
the Holy Waters 

8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 
Divine Mercy Novena 7:00pm 

 
 

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA 
Sunday, April 16 at 7:00pm 
Monday, April 17 at 7:00pm 
Tuesday, April 18 at 7:00pm 

Wednesday, April 19 at 6:30pm 
Thursday, April 20 at 7:00pm 
Friday, April 21 at 7:00pm 
Saturday, April 22 at 5:00pm 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, April 23 
DIVINE MERCY  

SUNDAY 
Adoration 1:00 to 3:00pm 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3:00pm 
Benediction 3:30pm 

HHOLYWEEKOLYWEEK  ANDAND E EASTERASTER S SCHEDULECHEDULE  

OFOF D DEVOTIONALEVOTIONAL  ANDAND S SPIRITUALPIRITUAL A ACTIVITIESCTIVITIES 

 

WHEN PLACING PALMS IN THE HOUSE 
 Holy God, let these palm branches remind us 
of your victory over sin and death.  We ask you to 
conquer our sinfulness and bring us to eternal life.  
Through Jesus Christ Our Lord, AMEN. 

WHEN EXCHANGING PALM BRANCHES 

 Holy God, we exchange these palm 
branches asking for the forgiveness of all whom we 
have harmed.  Prepare us to enter into the myster-
ies of Holy Week by reconciling us to one another 
and to you, Our God.  Through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ Our Lord. AMEN. 

BLESSING OF EASTER BLESSING OF EASTER   

BASKETSBASKETS  
On Holy Saturday (April 15) the 
tradition of blessing baskets of 
food prepared for Easter will take 
place in the church at 1:00pm. 
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Monday April 10 Monday of 
Holy Week 
8:15 AM int. of Wendy Iravedra 
7:00-8:00PM Confessions 
 

Tuesday April 11 Tuesday of Holy Week 
8:15 AM �Mary Graf 
 

Wednesday April 12 Wed. of Holy Week 
6:00-7:00PM Confessions   

7:00PM  Purgatorial Society 
7:45-8:30PM Confessions  
 

Thursday April 13 Thursday of Holy Week 
7:00AM  MASS OF THE LAST SUPPER 
8:30-Midnight ADORATION OF THE BLESSED 
   SACRAMENT  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday  April 14 GOOD FRIDAY 
3:00PM  Outdoor Stations of the Cross 
7:00PM  GOOD FRIDAY LITURGICAL  
   SERVICE 
 

Saturday April 15 EASTER VIGIL 
1:00PM  Blessing of Food Baskets 
5:30PM  EASTER VIGIL MASS 
  �Harold Ray 
 

Sunday April 16 EASTER SUNDAY 
8:30AM  Living & Deceased  
   Parishioners 
10:00AM �Estelle Chesson 
11:30AM Prayerful Wishes Society  

HOLY WEEK HOLY THURSDAY 
7:00PM 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Outdoor Stations—

3pm 

GOOD FRIDAY 
7:00PM 

HOLY SATURDAY 
7:00PM 

Celebrant Father Gleeson Father Gleeson Father Gleeson Father Gleeson    

Altar Servers K. Janociak 

E. Czyzewicz 

C. Arra 

P. Lawler 

J. Dillenburg 

------------- 

S. Dillenburg 

D. Lawler 

J.H. Dillenburg 

M. Christakas 

R. Podkowski 

N. Christakas 

Lector M. Dillenburg    -------------- R. Lawler L. Pieprzyca 

LEM    Deacon John --------------- Deacon John Deacon John 

Ushers 
 
 
 

R. Poynter 

C. Hughes 

M. Fleckenstein 

--------------- 

 

D. Butalla 

F. Pearman 

M. Lavery 

R. Poynter 

C. Hughes 

P. Walsh 

E. Liczwek 

N. Nowaczyk 

EASTER SUNDAY  8:30 AM 10:00 AM 11:30 AM 

Celebrant  Father Gleeson Father Gleeson Father Gleeson    

Altar Servers  K. Janociak 

M. Walsh 

M. Wall 

D. Lawler 

P. Lawler 

Z. Reitz 

S. May 

M. May 

K. Smuda 

Lector  C. Stach-Pearman R. Lawler T. Kulawiak 

LEM     M. Dillenburg D. Lasica D. Lasica 

Ushers 
 
 
 

 J. Starha 

T. Lang 

F. Pearman 

H. Grutza 

M. Lavery 

M. Wall 

J. Pajkos 

D. Butalla 

J. Neadly 

B. Czaja 

M. Fleckenstein 

N. Konieczny 


