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FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR

EASTER SUNDAY TAKES PLACE IN THE PAST, IN THE PRESENT,
AND IN THE FUTURE.

On Christmas Day we think and pray about
the Mystery of the Incarnation, the belief that God
became man by being born of a woman, fully
equipped with a human body. Some Catholics might
say, therefore, that Christmas is our number one feast
day. Certainly Christmas is our most sentimentally
popular feast day. That is for sure. However, this old
country curate maintains that Easter Sunday is our
number one Catholic feast day. If Jesus doesn’t die
on the cross and rise from the dead three days later,
His birth would not have made any difference; be-
cause the gates of heaven would still be locked and
salvation would still be out of our grasp. Gotcha
there, heh? Happy Easter! Redemption is ours today!

Easter Sunday takes place in the past, in the
present, and in the future. We remember the past in
faith. We look to the future in hope. And we are
called to live a life of love in the present.

First, there is the past. Jesus the Christ rose
from the dead two thousand years ago. Since this
took place long ago, we embrace the resurrection as a
truth based on the authority of God the Father’s reve-
lation which He has communicated to His Church,
guided through all the centuries by God the Holy
Spirit. This central faith of the Catholic Church is
proclaimed to us as we listen to the readings for this
Easter Sunday Mass. St. Paul put the resurrection of
the Lord in perspective. “If Christ has not been
raised, our preaching is void of content and your faith
is empty too.” In fact, without the resurrection this
little church would also be empty today. Without the
resurrection our faith about the past collapses, our
joyful anticipation of the future gives way to sadness,
and our celebration in the present is hollow. Fortu-
nately we have received the grace of faith which we
proclaim in our Eucharistic acclamation: “Christ has
died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.” The
resurrection of Jesus the Christ happened in the past.
Because of that past our present and our future is
bright.

Second, there is the future. Our hope is a con-
viction that we, like our Savior, will be raised from
death to the fullness of life. Personally I find it a lot
easier to accept the resurrection of the Christ than my

own. After all the Christ is the Divine Son of the Fa-
ther who came to this planet only for a time to work
out our salvation. It seems natural to me that His
death should lead to His resurrection. But we mere
mortals, especially me, are much different. And yet
faith in the resurrection of Jesus the Christ leads us to
our own resurrection. This Easter celebration of the
resurrection of Our Lord is devoid of significance
unless we have a firm hope about our own resurrec-
tions. This hope to which God the Father invites us is
formed from the truth contained in another one of our
Eucharistic acclamations. It is the one that is ad-
dressed to the Risen Christ. “By dying You destroyed
our death, and by rising You restored our life. Lord
Jesus, come in glory.” Death is the ultimate, inevita-
ble act of this life, much more so than taxes. None of
us can escape it. But only sin makes death a tragedy.
The Christ has destroyed death by overcoming sin.
So death will not be a final step into oblivion. It will
be a transition to a better mode of existence as it was
for Jesus Himself. Because of Easter our well
founded hope is that death will lead to resurrection.

And third, there is the present. If we want to
live with our Risen Savior in the happiness of eter-
nity, we must live with Him now the way He lived on
this earth. We mature Catholics clearly understand
what that means. We know what the example of God
the Son is for us. We know that we must be unsel-
fish, generous, and caring. We also know that we
must be devoted to prayer offered to God the Father,
prayer offered for the guidance of God the Holy
Spirit. Today as we receive the Risen Christ in Holy
Communion, we are strengthened in our faith in the
Christ’s resurrection of the past, we are fortified to
imitate Him in the present, and we are given a pledge
of our own resurrection in the future. Easter is past,
present, and future. Yes, indeed. Easter is the num-
ber one feast day of our Catholic Faith.

God Bless Our Parish,
FATHER ED GLEESON, PASTOR
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FLOWERS

The usual Sunday Flower contribution for this week-
end was made available through the kindness of the
WITTER FAMILY. The Easter lilies were made
possible by the generous donations of our many
CONTRIBUTING PARISHIONERS OF

ST. JAMES PARISH.

Clut
Weeey Offering

Due to the Easter holidays, the bulletin printer re-
quires all bulletin copy be submitted ahead of the
normal schedule. Therefore Our Weekly Offertory
information will be delayed. The April 16th amounts
will be published in the April 23rd bulletin.

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA
Sunday, April 16 at 7:00pm
Monday, April 17 at 7:00pm
Tuesday, April 18 at 7:00pm

Wednesday, April 19 at 6:30pm
Thursday, April 20 at 7:00pm

Friday, April 21 at 7:00pm
Saturday, April 22 at 5:00pm

Sunday, April 23
DIVINE MERCY

SUNDAY
Adoration 1:00 to 3:00pm
Divine Mercy Chaplet 3:00pm
Benediction 3:30pm

Divine Mexrc
Sunoay y

St. James will be celebrating Divine Mercy
Sunday at all of the Masses next weekend of
April 23rd. The Scripture readings and the
homily of that day are on the infinite mercies of
Jesus and the graces we can receive from ob-
serving this day. After 11:30 Mass next Sun-
day, April 23rd starting at 1:00pm until 3:00pm
we will have adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. At 3:00pm we will recite the Divine
Mercy Chaplet. After reciting the Chaplet, we
will end the service with Benediction.

REMINDER: Practice for
First Communion is Friday,
April 28th at 6:30pm.

FIRST HOLY
ComMuNIoN will take place
at St. James parish this com-
ing Saturday, April 29th at
2:00pm. Seven children will receive the sacra-
ment of Holy Communion. Please pray for the
communicants and their families.

Farents We Nesd Your Help

Clip Box pﬁ Earn Cash

for
Guardian Angel Day Care Canterl

Sr. Bonaventure, Sr. Isaac (Lisa) and Sr. Benigna are working
hard to open a day care center. This will help them make a
living and carry on their teaching mission. Sr.Bonaventure has
started to collect box top coupons to help buy supplies for their
school. We are asking for your help. Please help them earn
cash for their day care center. Every time you shop for grocer-
ies Clip Box Top coupons from hundreds of your favorite prod-
ucts that can be found at your local grocery store. Each cou-
pon is worth 10 cents that she can use when she redeems
them. Please check that the date on the coupon has not ex-
pired. We were blessed to have them here helping us for three
years. Now they are in need of our help. Please cut out the box
tops and bring them to us so that we can pass them on to these
missionary sisters who have helped us. There are 3 box top
boxes available for you to place in your “Box Tops"—one in the
back of church, one on the freezer downstairs in the rectory
building and one in the hall for the students. We will collect
them during the rest of this school year and start up next year.
So during the summer please continue to collect them. We
appreciate your generous hearts.
Thank You!
Elsa Rubinelli and Linda Arra

Pillsbury, Yoplait, Betty Crocker, Ziploc, Nature Valley, Old EI
Paso, Hamburger Helper, Pop Secret, Bisquick, Gold Medal
Flour, Cereals such as: Cheerios, Wheaties, Rice/Corn Chex,
Total, Kix, Cinnamon Toast Crunch, Trix, Cocoa Puffs, Reese’s
Puffs, Raisin Nut Bran, Fiber One, Country Corn Flakes, Basic
4, Golden Grahams, Boo Berry, Count Chocula, Golden Gra-
hams. For a complete list go to the web at boxtops4educa-
tion.com.
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CALVARY SPRING CLEANING??? Cleaning out that

JEsus CHRIST, 33, of Nazareth, died
Friday on Mount Calvary, also known as
Golgotha, the place of the skull. Betrayed
by the apostle Judas, Jesus was crucified by
the Romans, by order of the ruler Pontius
Pilate. The causes of death were crucifixion,
extreme exhaustion, severe torture, and loss
of blood.

Jesus Christ, a descendant of Abra-
ham, was a member of the house of David.
He was the son of the late Joseph, a carpen-
ter of Nazareth, and Mary, His devoted
mother. Jesus was born in a stable in the city
of Bethlehem, Judea. He is survived by His
mother Mary, His faithful Apostles, numerous
disciples, and many other followers.

Jesus was self educated and spent
most of his adult life working as a Teacher.
Jesus also occasionally worked as a medical
doctor and it is reported that he healed
many patients. Up until the time of His
death, Jesus was teaching and sharing the

attic, garage, or basement ? Don't forget the
annual St. James GARAGE SALE.

We can use all of your good castoffs.
Watch the bulletin for further details.
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Jesus was most noted for telling par-
ables about His Father’s Kingdom and per-
forming miracles, such as feeding over 5,000
people with only five loaves of bread and
two fish, and healing a man who was born
blind. On the day before His death, He held
a Last Supper celebrating the Passover feast,
at which He foretold His death.

The body was quickly buried in a
stone grave, which was donated by Joseph of
Arimatheaq, a loyal friend of the family. By
order of Pontius Pilate, a boulder was rolled
in front of the tomb. Roman soldiers were
put on guard.

In lieu of flowers, the family has re-
quested that everyone try to live as Jesus did.
Donations may be sent to anyone in need.

You can find it all at the...
LEMONT PUBLIC LIBRARY
SPRING USED BOOK SALE
THURSDAY, April 27 from 9am to 9pm
FRIDAY April 28 from 9am to 6pm
SATURDAY, April 29 from 9am to 5pm
SUNDAY, April 30 from 1pm to 6pm
WANTED: Spring Cleaning Buffs to bring in book
donations anytime prior to or when coming to the
Book Sale.
Lemont Public Library
50 E. Wend St.
Lemont, IL
All funds raised will be used by the Friends of the
Lemont Public Library to support and supplement
library programs, services and needs.
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A’S RUS MODEL A CLUB

HERE IS YOUR
CHANCE! On Sunday,
April 22nd, the A’s R Us
Model A Ford Club will
be stopping by St. James
at Sag Bridge Church at
approximately 1:00pm
for a visit to our historic
country church. Good
for us because we get a chance to see these an-
tique beauties and talk to some of their owners
and members of their car club. They plan on be-
ing here for about an hour. It doesn’t cost a thing
and there should be at least 10 antique cars to
enjoy.

On behalf of Catholic

-n.'ﬁ'f“ Yuf., Charities, we would like to
AN g thank the St. James Altar &
Rosary Sodality and the pa-

F:1 2 rishioners of St. James for

your contributions to our food
_ﬁ___ ;_ pantry. Your donation has

= been a reliable source of food
that assists us in our ministry to feed those in
need. We are grateful for your generosity. This
pantry could not be possible without the sup-
port you give us so often. All the parishioners
of St. James are in our prayers.

In God’s Service

Sr. Olimpia and Sr. Renata

ST. LAURENCE DECEASED ALUMNI MASS

On Saturday, April 22, the St. Laurence High
School community will gather once again to honor
its deceased alumni and students with the Annual
Alumni/Student Memorial Mass.

This beautiful liturgy will remember the 357
students and graduates of our school that have
passed away. The mass, celebrated by school chap-
lain Fr. Norm Trela, will begin at 4:30pm in the li-
brary, and will fulfill your Sunday obligation as
well. We will also have a wreath-laying ceremony
at the deceased alumni monument on the school
grounds, weather permitting. A small reception will
follow. St. Laurence is located at 77th & Central
Ave., in Burbank, IL. For more information contact
Ed Kozak at 708-458-6900, ext. 244.
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Please notify the rectory before June
1st if you plan to attend this 50th Wed-
ding Anniversary Mass and we will sub-
mit your name to the archdiocese.

SPRING NUN RUN #2

A Nun Run is a 24+ weekend of exploring
Religious Life for women as a Sister. No actual run-
ning, just drive with us to visit 4 or 5 convents of
different Religious Orders in the Chicago area. Fas-
ten your seatbelts and prepare yourself for a whirl-
wind weekend of discovery: see where we live, eat
with us, pray with us and laugh with us. Transporta-
tion provided, no fee for the weekend. Open to col-
lege age women up to 35 years of age.

Call Sr. Carolyn Jost, 708-899-3971 or
e-mail SCarolynJ@aol.com for registration informa-
tion by April 17. Sponsored by the Chicago Archdi-
ocesan Vocation Association.
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FOSTER CARE INFORMATION MEETINGS
If you’d consider opening your home and
your heart to someone in need of a home, you might

Pt iy {laphafis Cheitln
of She el oF i

Mass for the
Intentions weelk
Monday April 17
8:15 AM Joseph Ligas
Tuesday April 18
8:15 AM Thomas E. Sullivan, Jr.
Wednesday April 19
7:00PM Prayerful Wishes
Thursday  April 20 !
8:15AM Daisy O’Hara
Friday April 21
8:15AM Vincent & Ermelinda
Violante
Saturday April 22
% &

4:30to 5:15PM Confessions

5:30PM int. of Beth & Damen
plan on attending one of the following foster parent- DiVirgilio
ing classes. Everyone is welcome, regardless of
race, religion, ethnicity or economic circumstances. Sunday April 23
Information on how to become a Catholic - (
Charities foster parent will be presented at the fol- ' - (
lowing meetings: 8:30AM Living & Deceased
Parishioners

May 2, 2006 at 7pm May 8, 2006 at 7pm 10:00AM int. of Bronislawa & Adam
651 W. Lake St. 10661 S. Roberts Rd. Raj—30th Wedding Anniversary
Chicago, IL Palos Hills, IL 11:30AM Daniel Koleczek
Call 312-655-7200 for more information or to register.
April 22 & 23 5:30 PM 8:30AM 10:00 AM 11:30 AM
Celebrant Father Gleeson Father Gleeson | Father Gleeson Father Gleeson
Altar L. Nowaczyk A. Gorniak P. Tishuk J. Haluska
Servers A. Nowaczyk S. May M. Walsh M. Zubek

C. Nowaczyk M. May M. Wall J. Zubek
Lector N. Konieczny J. Jagger B. Woeslaw D. Lasica
LEM L. Backofen D. Lasica D. Lasica D. Lasica
Ushers J. Starha T. Lang D. Witter B. Czaja

C. Hughes F. Pearman P. Walsh M. Fleckenstein

E. Liczwek H. Grutza M. Wall J. Neadly

N. Nowaczyk M. Lavery R. Poynter




