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FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 

LLIKEIKE L LEMONTEMONT T TOWNSHIPOWNSHIP T THEHE C CHURCHHURCH I ISS U UNIVERSALNIVERSAL    
 Before Jesus the Christ walked the face of the 
earth almost all people had some kind of religion.  
Some national groups believed in only one god, as 
did the Chosen People of the One True God.  Most 
people, however, believed in more than one god.  The 
Greeks had a whole bunch of them.  Whether they 
believed in one god or many gods, they thought of 
their deity as belonging to them only, limited to their 
nation or to their tribe or to their extended family.  
The god on the other side of the swamp belonged to a 
different group.  And most certainly ancient folks did 
not want to share any of their gods with neighbors, 
regardless of whether they be friend or foe.  They 
could never conceive of a god who 
could protect two separate flocks at 
the same time.  The Jewish belief 
that there was actually only one, 
personal God for the entire world 
and for the universe as well was 
totally unimaginable to them. 
 The apostles of Jesus, all of 
whom were Jewish, also had a hard 
time accepting the idea of a Univer-
sal God, accepting the truth that the 
God of Israel is the God of all peo-
ple, Gentiles as well as Jews.  St. 
Peter in particular as head of the 
new Church, as first Pope, had to 
come to the realization that Jesus 
had done something new and unique, that Christianity 
was not a national religion, that it was meant for eve-
ryone.  This was a real struggle for Peter.  God the 
Holy Spirit had to hammer it into his head.  The first 
reading for this Mass, from the Acts of the Apostles, 
is a case in point.  Cornelius, a Roman soldier and a 
Gentile, wanted to become a Christian.  Inspired by 
the Holy Spirit Peter embraced the outsider. 
 “When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and, 
falling at his feet, paid him homage.  Peter, however, 
raised him up, saying: Get up.  I myself am also a hu-
man being.  Then Peter proceeded to speak and said:  
In truth, I see that God shows no partiality.  Rather, in 
every nation whoever fears Him and acts uprightly is 
acceptable to Him.  While Peter was still speaking 
these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were 
listening to the word.  The circumcised believers who 

had accompanied Peter were astounded that the gift 
of the Holy Spirit should have been poured out on the 
Gentiles also, for they could hear them speaking in 
tongues and glorifying God.  Then Peter responded:  
Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 
people, who have received the Holy Spirit even as we 
have?  He ordered them to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ.”  In the second reading St. John adds:  
“Everyone who loves is begotten by God.” 
 At the Profession of Faith of every Mass we 
pray together:  “We believe in one God.”  Because 
there is only one God, we are all actually one people.  
As our one true God excludes no one from His love, 

so we too must never exclude 
anyone on the basis of race, 
color, nationality, religion, 
place of birth, or any other 
element that tends to separate 
people.  As most of you know 
our old country parish is lo-
cated in unincorporated Le-
mont Township, Cook 
County, Archdiocese of Chi-
cago.  According to the latest 
census Lemont Township is 
now about one-third foreign-
born.  The numbers are higher 
than that in the village.  It is 
likely that this percentage will 

increase.  There are presently Masses in Polish, 
Slovenian, and Lithuanian.  Like Lemont Township 
the Church is Universal.  Catholic and Universal 
mean the same thing. 
 All sins are serious enough.  But prejudice of 
any kind is a contradiction of what it means to be a 
Catholic.  St. Peter was granted a vision to transform 
his outlook.  We have something even greater.  At 
every Mass that we attend we celebrate together the 
Holy Eucharist, which is the sacrament of the Body 
and Blood of the Christ given up for all of us, not just 
for a selected few of us.  There is only one God and 
Father of us all.  And His is a Universal Church.  As 
members of that Church we are all in it together. 
   God Bless Our Parish 
   FATHER ED GLEESON, PASTOR 
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FLOWERFLOWERFLOWERFLOWERFLOWERFLOWERFLOWERFLOWER SSSSSSSS        
 The two large bouquets adorning the main 
altar were made available through the kindness of 

FRANK & CINDY STACH-PEARMAN in  

memory of Mr. Adalbert A. “George” Stach.      

The collection for St. James on the weekend of 

May 14th was $3,075.50 

Catholic Charities was $956.00 
 

 The number of May 14 Offertory Envelopes 
handed in the weekend of May 13 and 14 was 153. 
The amount of money coming out of those envelopes 
was $2,473.00 which averages out to $16.16 per en-
velope.  Our many thanks to the 153 contributing 
families. 
 

BLESS YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED AND 

VALUED SUPPORT.  

 

May is the month of the 

Blessed Mother Mary.  

The Rosary will be re-

cited at 9:30am on each 

of the following Sun-

days—May 21 and 28th in 

the Grotto to Our Lady 

of the Forest.  

 
ALL ARE WELCOME TO 

                      JOIN IN PRAYER. 

GOOD NEWS!   GOOD NEWS!   GOOD NEWS!   GOOD NEWS!   There are still 
a few Altar Flower dates for 
2006 still available for your in-
tentions.  The following dates are 
available:  July 30, October 29, 
November 5 and December 17. 
Each bouquet costs $25.00 each.  
To reserve one of these dates just 
use the Flower Offertory envelopes provided in back 
of church or call the rectory at 630-257-7000. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCA-

TION registration forms 

are in the mail for the 

school year of 2006-2007.  If 

you do not receive a packet 

in the next two weeks, 

please call the rectory.  

Deadline for registration is 

JUNE 30th.  This year all 

classes will be held at the same time:  9:45 to 

11:15am.  White Pines families can register at the 

rectory. 

 Communicants and Confirmandi can pick-

up their banners, picture, and movies at the rec-

tory the first week of June.  The rectory is open 

only during the week.  If special arrangements 

need to be made for pick-up, please call Linda 

Arra 708-839-2341.  Have a safe and blessed sum-

mer.  See you in the fall. 

                 Elsa Rubinelli and Linda Arra 

 On Saturday,  
May 20 our  e ighth 
grade c lass  which 
is  taught  by Steve 
Hagen was Con-
f i rmed by Bishop 
Francis  Kane here  
at  St .  James.   
P lease remember 
our  Conf i rmandi  
and their  fami l ies  in  your  prayers .  
 

St .  J ames a t  Sag Br idge   

Conf irmand i  for 2006 

Christopher Michael Arra 
Ronald Magnus Augustyn 
Magdalyne Joan Christakis 

Michael Maximillian Coughlin 
Angela Veronica Kuehn 

Kimberly Marie Nicholson 
Jack Joseph Voltz 

 

White  P ines  Conf irmand i 

Brian John A’Hearn 
Bridget Joan Littleton 
Gillian Joan Tishuk 
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ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 
 The Angels are all pure spirits; by a property 
of their nature they are immortal, as is every spirit. 
They have the power of moving or conveying them-
selves at will from place to place, and such is their 
activity that it is not easy for us to conceive of it. 
Among the holy Archangels, Saints Michael, Gabriel 
and Raphael are particularly distinguished in the 
Scriptures. Saint Michael, whose name means Who is 
like unto God, is the prince of the faithful Angels 
who opposed Lucifer and his followers in their revolt 
against God. 

In the Old Testament in the Book of Daniel 
(chapter X), Michael comes to 
comfort Daniel after he has had a 
vision, and promises to be his 
helper in all things. In Daniel XII, 
Michael is called "the great prince 
who standeth for the children of 
Thy people." In these references 
Michael is represented as Israel's 
great support during the seventy 
years of the Babylonian captivity. 
Daniel, wise and holy leader that 
he was, wanted his people to un-
derstand that God had not forgotten 
them, and that, even though en-
slaved, they had a royal champion. 
 In the Apocalypse (chapter 
XII) we find the most dramatic ref-
erence to St. Michael. Here John 
recounts the great battle in Heaven, 
when the wicked angels under Lucifer revolt against 
God, and how Michael, leading the faithful angels, 
defeats the hosts of evil and drives them out. Because 
of this victory, St. Michael is revered in Catholic tra-
dition and liturgy as the protector of the Church, as 
once he was regarded as the protector of the Israel-
ites. Devotion is common to Muslims, Christians and 
Jews with writings about him in all three cultures. In 
the Eastern Church, as well as among many theologi-
ans in the West, St Michael is placed over all the an-
gels, as prince of the Seraphim. He is the special pa-
tron of sick people, mariners, and grocers; in Asia 
Minor many curative springs were dedicated to him. 
His cult has also been popular in Egypt, Rome, 
France, and Germany. His emblems are a banner, a 
sword, a dragon, and scales. 

Various apparitions of this powerful Angel have 
proved the protection of Saint Michael over the 
Church. Saint Gregory the Great saw him in the air 
sheathing his sword, to signal the cessation of a pesti-
lence and the appeasement of God’s wrath. Another 
apparition to Saint Ausbert, bishop of Avranches in 
France, led to the construction of Mont-Saint-Michel 
in the sea, a famous pilgrimage site. 
 Another apparition occurred in 492 near 
Monte Gargano in the Kingdom of Naples. A man 
named Gargan was pasturing his large herds in the 
countryside. One day a bull fled to the mountain, 
where at first it could not be found. When its refuge 

in a cave was discovered, an 
arrow was shot into the cave, 
but the arrow returned to wound 
the one who had sent it. Faced 
with so mysterious an occur-
rence, the persons concerned 
decided to consult the bishop of 
the region. He ordered three 
days of fasting and prayers. Af-
ter three days, the Archangel 
Saint Michael appeared to the 
bishop and declared that the 
cavern where the bull had taken 
refuge was under his protection, 
and that God wanted it to be 
consecrated under his name and 
in honor of all the Holy Angels. 
 Accompanied by his 
clergy and people, the pon-

tiff went to that cavern, which he found already 
disposed in the form of a church. The divine 
mysteries were celebrated there, and there arose 
in this same place a magnificent temple where 
the divine Power has wrought great miracles. 

 
PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL:  

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in the day of battle.  Be our safeguard 
against the wickedness and snares of the 
devil.  May God rebuke him, we humbly pray.  
And do thou, O prince of the heavenly host, 
by the power of God, cast into Hell, Satan 
and all his evil spirits wandering about the 
world seeking the destruction of souls.    
     AMEN 
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Please notify the rectory before June 1st June 1st June 1st June 1st if you plan 
to attend this 50th Wedding Anniversary Mass and 
we will submit your name to the archdiocese. 

Archdiocesan Justice Day 2006 

SOCIAL JUSTICE:  A JOURNEY 

SATURDAY, MAY 27, 8:30AM TO 2:30PM 

 An interactive panel of prominent local lead-
ers who will reflect on local, national and interna-
tional issues. Place: ST. GILES PARISH, McDonough 
Hall (2nd Floor), 1101 Columbian Ave., Oak Park, 
IL. Sponsored by the Archdiocese of Chicago’s  
Office for Peace & Justice. For registration or infor-
mation phone 312-751-8390. 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY NEWS 

SS TT .  J.  JAMESAMES  C CAFÉAFÉ       
 The Café opens once again On Sunday June 4th 
with a Pancake Breakfast after all the Masses.  We 
also welcome Fr. Bob Lombardo from the Franciscan 
Friars of the Renewal. 

SSUMMERUMMER  G GRILRIL LL  
 The Summer Grill returns early On Sunday 
June 25th after the 10:00 and 11:30am Masses. An 
added attraction is the Church Cruise. If you have a 
Classic Car you would like to display for everyone to 
enjoy bring it to church. For details contact Dale Bu-
talla or Deacon John.  

EASTER COLLECTION REEASTER COLLECTION REPORTPORT  

 As of May 8 the Easter collection total was 
$11,783.00 which exceeded the budget amount of 
$11,000.00.  My special thanks to all of you who 
contributed.  Of the $11,783.00, $11,078.00 came 
out of 223 envelopes while the other $705.00 came 
in loose.  This means that 121 of our 344 registered 
families, couples, or individuals did not hand in an 
Easter envelope.  Maybe they chipped in for some of 
that $705.00.  The $11,078.00 from the envelopes 
divided by the number of envelopes, 223, produces 
an average donation of $49.68.  We can break it 
down a little further.  The top 80 contributors gave 
$8,410.00 or $105.13 per envelope, while the other 
143 contributors gave $2,668.00 or $18.66 per enve-
lope.  The 80 represent 23% of registered parish 
families, while the 143 represent 42% of registered 
parish families.  The 121 who failed to hand in an 
envelope represent 35% of registered parish fami-
lies.  These percentages hold true for the weekly of-
ferings, second collections, and Christmas.  Looking 
at it by dollars the $8,410.00 from the 80 is 71% of 
the $11,783.00 total.  The $2,668.00 from the 143 is 
23% of the total.  The loose $705.00 is 6% of the 
total.  These percentages also hold true for all other 
donations.  Below is the exact amount of the dona-
tions that were taken from the 223 Easter envelopes. 
  FATHER ED GLEESON, PASTOR 

$1,000.00 = 1 
$300.00 = 2 
$250.00 = 2 
$200.00 = 4 
$150.00 = 2 
$125.00 = 1 
$100.00 = 31 
$80.00 = 1 
$75.00 = 3 

$70.00 = 1 
$60.00 = 1 
$50.00 = 31 
$45.00 = 1 
$43.00 = 1 
$40.00 = 6 
$35.00 = 2 
$30.00 = 11 
$25.00 = 34 

$20.00 = 26 
$15.00 = 7 
$13.00 = 1 
$10.00 = 35 
$8.00 = 1 
$5.00 = 14 
$3.00 = 2 
$2.00 = 1 
$1.00 = 1 



 

 

BABY BOTTLE PROJECT:BABY BOTTLE PROJECT:  

We are asking our parishioners to 
participate in a special fundraiser to 

help women in crisis pregnancy situa-
tions by supporting the pro-life work 

of The Women’s Centers of Greater 
Chicagoland starting on Mother’s Day, 
May 14.  They provide kind and com-

passionate counseling to women in 
crisis pregnancies, along with ongoing 

material and financial assistance.  

They are Catholic run, so the Mass 
and other prayers are said for women 

and babies every day in their chapel.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for parishioners of all ages, including chil-

dren, to be able to work together to support life.     
Baby bottles will be available in the back of the 

church for you to take home and fill with your spare 

change.  Please return the bottles before any of the 
Masses on Father’s Day weekend, June 18.  Please take 

one bottle per family.  Extras will be available in the back 
of the church the next couple of weekends if you fill up 

your first one. Thank you for participating in this worthy 

cause!! 

Every time you shop for groceries Clip Box Top coupons from 
hundreds of your favorite products that can be found at your 
local grocery store.  Each coupon is worth 10 cents that she 
can use when she redeems them.  Please check that the date 
on the coupon has not expired.  Please cut out the box tops 
and bring them to us so that we can pass them on to these mis-
sionary sisters who have helped us.  There are 3 box top boxes 
available for you to place in your “Box Tops”—one in the back 
of church, one on the freezer downstairs in the rectory building 
and one in the hall for the students.  
   Thank You! 
   Elsa Rubinelli and Linda Arra 
 

Pillsbury, Yoplait, Betty Crocker, Ziploc, Nature Valley, Old El 
Paso, Hamburger Helper, Pop Secret, Bisquick, Gold Medal 
Flour, Cereals such as: Cheerios, Wheaties, Rice/Corn Chex, 
Total, Kix, Cinnamon Toast Crunch, Trix, Cocoa Puffs, Reese’s 
Puffs, Raisin Nut Bran, Fiber One, Country Corn Flakes, Basic 
4, Golden Grahams, Boo Berry, Count Chocula, Golden Gra-
hams.   

For a complete list go to the web at  
boxtops4education.com. 
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Top Vatican Official Urges The Da Vinci Code 
Boycott and Protests 
 According to ANSA, Archbishop Angelo Amato, Sec-
retary for the Congregation of the Doctrine of the faith and a 
top Vatican official close to Pope Benedict XIV, said “I hope 
you will all boycott the film…” and that “Dan Brown’s crea-
tion contains not only ‘offense and calumny’, but also 
‘historical and theological errors regarding Jesus, the Gos-
pels and the Church’ (ANSA, April 28, 2006).” 
 Reuters reported that Archbishop Amato also 
“suggested that Catholics around the world should launch 
organized protests against ‘The Da Vinci Code’ film just as 
some had done in 1988 to protect against Martin Scorsese’s 
‘The Last Temptation of Christ’ (Reuters, April 28, 2006).” 
 The Da Vinci Code opens on May 19. Catholics are 
gathering in 1,000 prayer vigils nationwide to protest the 
movie because it suggests that Jesus and Mary Magdalene 
were married and had a child, and the Catholic Church hid 
this ‘secret’ for 2,000 years! 
 Call Dodie Przybycien for the prayer vigil: 630-323-
7929.  The prayer vigil will start on Friday, May 19, 2006 and 
continue for six consecutive Fridays. The hours of the prayer 
vigil will be from 7:00pm until 9:00pm.  AMC theaters and 
Regal theaters have contracted to show the movie.  As of 
now, we will alternate between Woodridge Theaters and 
Quarry cinemas.  We will meet at 6:45pm in the theater park-
ing lot.  Please call to participate in one, two, or all the vigils 
and show how strong your faith really is.  To stand with Our 
Lord at this time is a great honor.  It’s easy to stand with Him 
when He is praised, but it’s far more meritorious to stand with 
Him when He is attacked. 
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Monday May 22 St. Rita of Cascia 
8:15 AM int. of Carla Guzior—Birthday 
 

Tuesday May 23 Easter Weekday 
8:15 AM �Adalbert (George) Stach 

 

Wednesday May 24 Easter Weekday 

7:00PM  �Mary Graf 

   

Thursday May 25 Ascension of the Lord 
8:15AM  �Sebastian & Maria Farganus 
 

Friday  May 26 St. Philip Neri 
8:15AM  �John & Mary Lapka 

 

Saturday May 27 OUR LADY OF FATIMA 

Vigil: Ascension 
4:30 to 5:15PM Confessions 

5:30PM  �Leon John Pieprzyca 

 

Sunday May 28  

ASCENSION 
8:30AM  Living & Deceased  
   Parishioners  
10:00AM int. of Henry & Irene  
  Slosowski—57th Wedding  
  Anniversary 

11:30AM �James & Irene Wall 

VOTIVE CANDLES 
Votive offering for the week 
of May 21st: 
In memory of Darren Chud 
 
 

May 27 & 28May 27 & 28May 27 & 28May 27 & 28 5:30 PM5:30 PM5:30 PM5:30 PM 8:30AM8:30AM8:30AM8:30AM 10:00 AM10:00 AM10:00 AM10:00 AM 11:30 AM11:30 AM11:30 AM11:30 AM 

CelebrantCelebrantCelebrantCelebrant    Father Gleeson Father Gleeson Father Gleeson Father Fenili 

Altar Altar Altar Altar     
ServersServersServersServers    

M. Wall 

M. Christakas 
N. Christakas 

S. Dillenburg 

J. Dillenburg 
J.H. Dillenburg 

D. Lawler 

K. Smuda 
P. Lawler 

A. Gorniak 

S. May 
M. May 

LectorLectorLectorLector    B. Quinn T. Gorski B. Woeslaw T. Kulawiak 

LEMLEMLEMLEM    Deacon John Deacon John Deacon John D. Lasica 

UshersUshersUshersUshers    
    
    
    

J. Starha 

C. Hughes 
E. Liczwek 

C. Zarzycki 

M. Hally 

T. Lang 
F. Pearman 

H. Grutza 

D. Witter 

J. Pajkos 
R. Lawler 

M. Lavery 

B. Czaja 

M. Fleckenstein 
R. Poynter 

N. Konieczny 

 

PERSONALIZED PERSONALIZED   

GROTTO GROTTO   

STONES STONES   

Ou r  Lady  o f  Ou r  L ady  o f    

t h e  Fo r e s tt h e  Fo r e s t     
 The Memorial Pathway 
leading up to the grotto com-
memorates the intentions of 
many parishioners, families 
and friends of St. James par-
ish.  Space is still available. Or-
ders for personalized grotto 
stones must be submitted by 
June 15th. Two sizes of blocks 
can be purchased.  The 8” 
square blocks are available for 
$250.00 each, while the 12” 
square blocks are available for 
$500.00 each.  Orders should 
be submitted to the rectory 
during business hours.  Any 
questions, please call the rec-
tory at 630-257-7000. 


