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FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR

PENTECOST IS AN END AND A BEGINNING

“When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled,
they were all in one place together. And suddenly
there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving
wind, and it filled the entire house in which they
were. Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire,
which parted and came to rest on each one of them.
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and be-
gan to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit en-
abled them to proclaim.”

Pentecost is not a name. In Greek it is a num-
ber, fifty. It is the conclusion of the fifty days of the
Easter season. Pentecost is an end and a beginning.

It ends the joyous celebration of Easter. It celebrates
the anniversary of the beginning of the Church. On
that first Pentecost Sunday God the Holy Spirit gave
to the apostles many practical
skills that they had never had
before. This great feast day

completes the mission of God our

the Son on this earth and inau- {1
gurates the life of the Church in SPl Ht
His name. All of this pleases g nd
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The two greatest feasts
of the Catholic Church are
Easter with Pentecost, and
Christmas with Epiphany. The
Christian era began when the
eternal Son of God became hu-
man in the womb of Mary, a maiden Jewish teenager,
and was born as an offspring of King David in Beth-
lehem. Of course, we remember that the Magi were
Gentiles, not Jews. And so the Epiphany demon-
strated that Jesus was born as the Savior, not only of
the Jewish people from whom He had come, but also
for all people for whom He had come. The mission
of the Christ was universal.

God the Son could have entered our world in
any manner of His choosing. But the plan of God the
Father was that the Son should be born human like us
in all things but sin, not only so that He might live a
human life but so that He might die a human death.
In His divinity the Son could not die; but die He did
in His humanity. His birth led to His death. Christ-
mas was the prelude of Good Friday. The day Jesus
was born is bright and cheerful, filled with lights and
good cheer. The day Jesus died seems to be bleak
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and sorrowful. However, we call it “Good” because
His death meant life for us. The Christ on the cross
was like a woman who dies in childbirth. He gave up
His life so that we could be born to a new life. Our
religious tradition from the ancient Fathers and schol-
ars of our faith is that from the side of Christ the
Church, symbolized by the blood and water, was born
from His death and received a share in His divine life
through His resurrection.

As the Epiphany illuminates the meaning of
Christmas, so Pentecost illuminates the meaning of
Easter, the Paschal Mystery, the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus. According to the Preface of today’s
Mass Pentecost celebrates that great event “when the
Holy Spirit made known to all peoples the one true
God, and created from the many
languages of the human race one
voice to profess one faith.” Pente-
cost shows that, as the mission of
Jesus was universal, so the mem-
bership of the Church is universal.
That is why we call ourselves
Catholics. We receive our life in
the Christ through the ministry of
His Church. And we live out that
life within the family of His
Church. We are one people who
profess one Lord, one faith, one
Baptism, one God and Father of
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us all.
Pentecost concludes the mission of God the

Son upon this earth in His humanity. But it also
marks the beginning of the life and mission of the
Christ in His Church. The Church is now His Body,
His Mystical Body, filled with the life of God the
Holy Spirit, who is the Soul of the Church. The
Christ is much more than our personal Savior, be-
cause His mission goes way beyond an individual
relationship. Through God the Holy Spirit, who fills
the whole Church with life and love, God the Son is
faithful to His promise: “Know that I am with you
always until the end of the world.” Our Lord has as-
cended to heaven; and yet He is truly with us in and
through His Church.

God Bless Our Parish

FATHER ED GLEESON, PASTOR
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FLOWERS
The two large bouquets adorning the main
altar were made available through the kindness of
JULIANNE KALATA.

Chur
Wees oy Offering

The collection for St. James on the weekend of
May 28th was $2,931.36

The number of May 28 Offertory Envelopes
handed in the weekend of May 27 and 28 was 134.
The amount of money coming out of those envelopes
was $2,336.00 which averages out to $17.43 per en-
velope. Our many thanks to the 134 contributing
families.

BLESS YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED AND
VALUED SUPPORT.

VOCATION PRAYER:

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your people
and kindle in them the fire of Your love. Send
workers for Your vineyard. May many of Your
people choose to serve You by becoming priests,
brothers, and sisters. For information on priest-
hood and/or religious life, contact St. Peter Mary
at the Archdiocesan Vocation office 312-751-
5240 or voac@archchicago.org.

PERSONALIZED
GROTTO STONES

Our Lady of the Forest

HOLY NAME SOCIETY NEWS
SUNMNER GRITT

The Summer Grill returns early on Sunday
June 25" after the 10:00 and 11:30am Masses. An
added attraction is the Church Cruise. If you have a
Classic Car you would like to display for everyone
to enjoy bring it to church. For details contact Dale
Butalla or Deacon John.

GOOD NEWS! There are
still a few Altar Flower dates
for 2006 available for your in-
tentions. The following dates
are available: July 30, October
29, November 5 and December
17. Each bouquet costs $25.00
each. To reserve one of these
dates just use the Flower Offertory envelopes pro-
vided in back of church or call the rectory at 630-
257-7000.

THE DA VINCI CODE AND THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH

You are cordially invited to attend a talk on
Dan Brown’s book, now released as a movie, “The
DaVinci Code.”

The talk will examine why this book, and
now movie, is so popular all over the world and
what it says about Christ and the Catholic Church.
Is it a reliable source of history? Are the alleged
facts enumerated in the book truly factual?

Father Armenio will present this program
in a positive light which will respond to and refute
the misinformation this book and movie present as
factual.

SACRED HEART PARISH—Moscow CENTER
8245 WEST 111TH ST.
PALOS HILLS, IL
JUNE 17TH, 2006
10:00AM TO 12:00PM

TAIZE PRAYER

Through scripture, chant and silence, we
gather to pray that the spirit of true reconciliation
will promote peace and unity in our world. Sun-
day, June 11th at 7:30pm at St. Michael Church,
14327 S. Highland, Orland Park.
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BLESSED ANNA MARIA TAIGI (AC)
FEASTDAY: JUNE 9

Born in Siena, Italy, May 29, 1769; died 1837;
beatified in 1920.

Anna Maria Gianetti was the daughter of a
druggist, who was soon impoverished and moved his
family to Rome, where he was employed as a house
servant. She left school at about 13 and learned the
trade of wool-winding. Then she became a house-
maid to a noble family. She married Domenico Taigi,
the butler of the nearby Chigi Palace, and began to
live the normal life of a married woman of the work-
ing class. It was in the discharge of these humble du-
ties that she attained a high degree of holiness, but
not without a detour.

After her marriage she began to dress gaily,
and then fell into grave sin--adultery with an older
man. It was a momentary sin but her conscience tor-
mented her. Worldly distractions brought her no
peace.

Shortly, she changed her whole life. Walking
through Saint Peter's Square with her husband, Padre
Angelo (a Servite Father) gave her a piercing look,
which she took as a warning of impending judgment.
It is said he had a revelation that a woman would
come to him to be directed in the way of sanctity and
he knew the woman was Anna Maria when she
passed him.

She fell on her knees over Saint Peter's tomb,
then sought out a confessional, but the priest sent her
away, telling her she was not one of his usual peni-
tents. A few days later she was led to Padre Angelo's
confessional and he greeted her, "So you have come

at last! Be of good cheer, my child; God loves you
and He asks for your whole heart in return.” This was
the hour of her total conversion to God. Immense joy
filled her.

She put away her trinkets and became a terti-
ary of the Order of the Most Blessed Trinity (with her
husband's permission). The day she was accepted, she
heard Christ's voice saying she was chosen to convert
sinners and console sufferers.

In 14 years, she bore four sons and three
daughters. Three children died young. Anna Maria
trusted always in the abundance of God. She in-
structed her children in the Catholic religion and tried
to form them according to the divine Model.

She went to daily, early morning Mass and
worked far into the night. She took in sewing and
washing to provide for her household and the poor.
Her house was spotless; her children, well-tended.
Rarely did she accept charity. In short, she was a
model housewife and mother.

Domenico was not a saint, but a moderately
good husband. He was ill-tempered, but after her
death, said, "It is due to her that I corrected some of
my faults." He always found his wife up and waiting
for him when he returned from work, sometimes at
2:00 or 3:00 a.m. "She was glad of an excuse to
spend the quiet hours in prayer.” Obedient to her hus-
band, she honored him as the head of the household.

She fasted on Saturday to honor Mary, and on
Wednesday for Joseph. She practiced great mortifica-
tions on Fridays, in Lent, and on Ember fasts. Humil-
ity and meekness were her favorite virtues. She re-
joiced in humiliation and contempt, loved those who
hated and spoke ill of her. She was oblivious to
praise. Christ revealed to her, "The humble are al-
ways patient, and the patient sanctify themselves. Pa-
tience is the best of all penances, and he who is truly
patient possesses all earthly treasure, and will receive
a heavenly crown."

Her mystical experiences were extraordinary:
revelations, visions, rapture, and ecstasies. She had
these experiences because she was a saint and not
vice versa; because she tried in everything to act in
conformity to God's will. Ecstasies often came at in-
convenient times. Once while doing housework: "O
Lord, leave me in peace! Withdraw thyself and let me
get on with my work. Keep the treasures of thy love
for consecrated virgins; | am only a poor wife and
mother."
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BABY BOTTLE PROJECT:

We are asking our parishioners to
participate in a special fundraiser to
help women in crisis pregnancy
situations by supporting the pro-life
work of The Women’s Centers of
Greater Chicagoland starting on
Mother’s Day, May 14. They pro-
vide kind and compassionate coun-
seling to women in crisis pregnan-
cies, along with ongoing material
and financial assistance. They are
Catholic run, so the Mass and other

FATHER’S DAY

support life.

Baby bottles will be available in the back of the
church for you to take home and fill with your spare
change. Please return the bottles before any of the
Masses on Father’'s Day weekend, June 18. Please take
one bottle per family. Extras will be available in the back
of the church the next couple of weekends if you fill up
your first one. Thank you for participating in this worthy

causel!!

CATHOLIC CHARITIES LOSS MEETINGS
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chi-
cago invites those who have experienced the loss of
a loved one to suicide to participate in its Loving
Outreach to Survivors of Suicide Program (LOSS).
Meeting dates and locations are as follows:

Tuesday, June 6 at 7pm
Catholic Charities Office
270 N. Schuyler St.
Kankakee, IL

Sunday, June 18 at 7pm
Queen of Martyrs former
convent

10240 S. St. Louis
Evergreen Park, IL

Tuesday, June 20 at 6pm
Catholic Charities Near
North Office

721 N. LaSalle St.
Chicago, IL

Wednesday, June 21 at 7pm
St. Paul the Apostle

130 N. Woodlawn

Joliet, IL

prayers are said for women and
babies every day in their chapel.
This is a wonderful opportunity for parishioners of all
ages, including children, to be able to work together to

Tuesday, June 27 at 7pm

St. Daniel the Prophet,
Rm. 107

101 West Loop Dr.

Wheaton, IL

Tuesday, June 27 at 7pm
Lawrence Manor

21425 Southwick Dr.
Matteson, IL

Wednesday, June 28 at 7pm
Catholic Charities West
Sub. Office

1400 S. Austin

Cicero, IL

For Father’s Day this year give a gift
from the heart instead of another tie, shirt or
tools. Fathers need prayers too! So do hus-
bands, grandfathers, fathers-in-law, uncles,
brothers, Godfathers, sons, or a male friend.

The men in our lives need daily guid-
ance, wisdom and understanding that comes
only from God and from prayers.

On Father’s Day remember that spe-
cial person and his intention whether living or
deceased in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in
our own church of St. James at Sag Bridge.
FATHER’S DAY SPIRITUAL BOUQUET cards, enve-
lopes and offering envelopes are available in
back of church. All intentions should be re-
turned to the rectory (or dropped in the collec-

tion basket) by JUNE 11th.
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VOTIVE CANDLES . y L
Votive offering for the week

of June 4th: Mass for the

In memory of Darren Chud Intentions el by

Monday June 5 St. Boniface
8:15 AM TEdward Suma—Anniversary
Tuesday June 6 St. Norbert
f 8:15 AM tMary Graf
i | Wednesday June 7 Weekday
f 7:00PM wrJohn & Mary Lapka
Sune D - 4%, 2008 .
; fit. Benedict’s Parisd - Chic I
: A woskend Bl arish - Chicnge, " Thursday  June 8 Weekday
Teloid _ , : 8:15AM rSuzanne Fargan
: gk e Fuolioesl ot e conter Wymr §
R persensl 9 o comunaly e keu the § .
Euchpri, ackre the Bl smd 3 Friday June 9 St. Ephrem
oty B, Lot i Suctirisl by i 8:15AM wTDonald Bailey
i & o lee vy R, g
P xt:““ﬁ“ el b . . . .
Wi Dy o Saturday June 10 Vigil: Trinity Sunday
e ;*;I 4:30 to 5:15PM Confessions
Fsﬂﬁ Wi s kel -:-_ 5:30PM int. of John & Geri Storcel
by evtiooed Phanaty Goengsl
: | Sunday June 11
s ﬁ;-;;l; s 3 TRINITY SUNDAY
sl wa,ﬂm“'ﬂktﬂ#mﬁ H 8:30AM Living & Deceased
i Parishioners
R O TR i 10:00AM TKay Ledwith _
i 11:30AM int. of Charisa Guzior—
"""" - Birthday
:' k

T—E

June 10 & 11 5:30 PM 8:30AM 10:00 AM 11:30 AM
Celebrant Father Gleeson Father Gleeson Father Gleeson Father Gleeson
Altar K. Nicholson J. Zubek B. Ahearn C. Arra
Servers T.J. Nicholson M. Zubek R. Podkowski S. May
M. Wall P. Tishuk K. Smuda M. May
Lector C. Zarzycki B. Tishuk D. Lasica T. Kulawiak
LEM Deacon John Deacon John Deacon John Deacon John
Ushers P. Walsh M. Hally J. Newcomer N. Konieczny
C. Hughes T. Lang D. Butalla M. Fleckenstein
E. Liczwek F. Pearman M. Lavery R. Poynter
N. Nowaczyk H. Grutza J. Pajkos B. Czaja




