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June 25, 2006

FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR

WHO THEN IS THIS WHOM EVEN WIND AND SEA OBEY?

During this liturgical season we now continue
that long period of time known simply as “Ordinary”
or just “Sundays of the Year.” In the next few Gos-
pels St. Mark recalls some of the exploits of Jesus on
the Sea of Galilee. It seemed that a natural catastro-
phe was about to take place. But Jesus saved the day.
Sea disasters have occurred throughout the ages. On
the evening of April 14-15, 1912, the Titanic sank to
the bottom of the North Atlantic on her maiden voy-
age, taking with her about 1,500 passengers. In the
first reading of this Mass God Himself described His
power over deep waters to the prophet Job.

“The Lord addressed Job out of the storm and
said: Who shut within doors
the sea, when it burst forth
from the womb; when | made
the clouds its garment and
thick darkness its swaddling
bands? When I set limits for
it and fastened the bar of its
door, and said: Thus far shall
you come but no farther, and
here shall your proud waves
be stilled!”

Many years later God
the Son, imitating God the
Father, stilled some proud
waves. Although not quite as
fearsome as the North Atlan-
tic the Sea of Galilee was
nonetheless a powerful body of water. Than and now
the Sea is 685 feet below sea level and is surrounded
by mountains. As the warm air rises in the evening,
cool air rushes down from the mountains and in al-
most an instant transforms the calm water into dan-
gerous waves of seven or eight feet. Sudden squalls
resulted.

“A violent squall came up and waves were
breaking over the boat, so that it was already filling
up. Jesus was in the stern, asleep on a cushion. They
woke Him and said to Him: Teacher, do you not care
that we are perishing? He woke up, rebuked the
wind, and said to the sea: Quiet! Be Still! The wind
ceased and there was great calm. Then He asked
them: Why are you terrified? Do you not yet have
faith? They were filled with great awe and said to

© J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

P

NN
%

y’
”77001 even W\\& ““

one another: Who then is this whom even the wind
and sea obey?”

We know how to answer that question. The
wind and the sea knew who Jesus was, and so do we.
If we were without faith, we would have to regard
Him in terms of mere human judgment, but because
of our faith we can acknowledge that Jesus is Lord
and Savior. As our Lord and Savior He wishes to
free us from all of the terrors that flood over us in the
ocean of life. In our eucharistic acclamation we cry
out: “Lord, by Your cross and resurrection You have
set us free.” After reciting the Lord’s Prayer at every
Mass we pray: “Deliver us, Lord, from every evil and
grant us peace in our day. In
Your mercy keep us free from
sin and protect us from all anxi-
A ©ty.” These prayers are meant
" 4 10 be an expression of our faith.
But the degree of our peace and
serenity depends not on the ex-
pression of our faith, but on its
depth. Our faith must be as
deep as the sea. An important
lesson in faith was precisely
what happened on that eventful
evening when Jesus got into a
boat with His disciples on the
Sea of Galilee. It was as if from
the day of creation, the elements
of nature were waiting for that
moment when the Christ would assert His power and
manifest His divinity.

When the Titanic hit that iceberg, the number
of fatalities was multiplied because the ocean liner
had not been equipped with enough lifeboats. We
have more than a lifeboat to save us when we are
sinking in the tempests of life. We have the person of
Jesus the Christ, always present to us in the Church,
and to whom we can turn with confident prayer.
However, with faith we know that our salvation does
not come to us from mere words, no matter how pow-
erful they may be. Our salvation comes from the sac-
rifice of the cross. “You are the Savior of the world.”

God Bless Our Parish
FATHER ED GLEESON, PASTOR
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FLOWERS

The two large bouquets adorning the main
altar were made available through the kindness of
HENRY & IRENE DZIEKAN in honor of their
54th Wedding Anniversary

Do
Wees oy Offering

The collection for St. James on the weekend of
June 18th was $3,313.00

The number of June 18 Offertory Envelopes
handed in the weekend of June 17 and 18 was 142 .
The amount of money coming out of those envelopes
was $2,825.00 which averages out to $ 19.89per en-
velope. Our many thanks to the 142 contributing
families.

BLESS YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED AND
VALUED SUPPORT.

VOCATIONS

Why are you so terrified? Why are you lacking in
faith? If God is calling you, do not be afraid. If the
wind and the sea obey God’s call, shouldn’t we?
Have you been considering priesthood or religious
life? God may be calling you!!! How are you an-
swering that call? For information on priesthood
and/or religious life, contact St. Peter Mary at the
Archdiocesan Vocation office 312-751-5240 or
voac@archchicago.org.

ST. MARY NATIVITY ANNUAL PICNIC
SUNDAY, JULY 2—NOON TO 9PM
At St. Joseph Park—Theodore & Raynor, Joliet
Food & Drink including BBQ Lamb & Chicken
Music All Day by:
Bob Doszak’s Band (1 to 5pm)
DJ—Will’s DJ Service (5:30 to 9pm)
GAMES FOR EVERYONE including
A Fire Truck Display
Special Guest ***JAMMER*** from 3 to 4pm
(Bring your Camera for some fun pictures)
EVERYONE WELCOME
Bake Sale Saturday & Sunday at church
706 N. Broadway, Joliet

LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL
Dear Father Gleeson,

These are somewhat difficult times for our
Church. Iam sure we will go on with new strength
because of the loyalty and unity of the priests of this
Archdiocese.

One manifestation of this solidarity is your
extraordinary assistance in helping to provide the
needed financial resources to conduct the mission of
this local Church. Your strong endorsement of and
participation in the Annual Catholic Appeal has been
remarkable and for this, | am truly grateful. You
have made it possible for the generous people of St.
James (Sag Bridge) to play a significant role in the
life of the Church.

Enclosed is a check in the amount of
$1,039.95 representing your parish rebate for funds
raised in excess of its goal in the 2005 Annual
Catholic Appeal.

Please extend my deep appreciation to your
wonderful parishioners for their extraordinary sup-
port of this very important annual campaign.

Fraternally yours in Christ,
Francis Cardinal George, o.M.1.
Archbishop of Chicago

LETTER FROM CATHOLIC CHARITIES
Dear Father Edward,

Thank you very much for your support of
Catholic Charities’ 2006 Mother’s Day Appeal.

As you know, a successful collection is vital
to continue assisting those who come to us for help.
I hope that the material sent to you prior to the
Mother’s Day Appeal were helpful in understanding
our many programs and provided the tools to carry
out the appeal in your parish.

Please let us know if there is any further in-
formation we can provide for you or your parishion-
ers about Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of
Chicago and our services. Perhaps we can work to-
gether on a project to help those in need within your
parish.

We hope this year’s collection will allow us
to expand our services to those who are struggling.
Again that you very much for your support.

Sincerely,

Rev. Michael M. Boland
Administrator President and CEO
Catholic Charities.
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Rules For A Healthy Day

TODAY I WILL NOT STRIKE BACK:
If someone is rude, if someone is impatient, if some-
one is unkind... I will not respond in a like manner.

TODAY I WILL ASK GOD TO BLESS MY "ENEMY":
If 1 come across someone who treats me harshly or

unfairly, I will quietly ask GOD to bless that individual.

I understand the "enemy" could be a family member,
neighbor, co-worker or stranger.

TODAY I WILL BE CAREFUL ABOUT WHAT 1 SAY:
I will carefully choose and guard my words being
certain that | do not spread gossip.

TODAY I WILL GO THE EXTRA MILE:
I will find ways to help share the burden of another
person.

TODAY I WILL FORGIVE:
I will forgive any hurts or injuries that come my way.

TODAY I WILL DO SOMETHING NICE FOR SOME-
ONE, BUT | WILL DO IT SECRETLY:

I will reach out anonymously and bless the life of
another.

TODAY I WILL TREAT OTHERS THE WAY | WISH
TO BE TREATED:

I will practice the golden rule - "Do unto others as

I would have them do unto me" - with everyone 1|
encounter.

TODAY I WILL RAISE THE SPIRITS OF SOMEONE
WHO IS DISCOURAGED:

My smile, my words, my expression of support, can
make the difference to someone who is wrestling with
life.

TODAY I WILL NURTURE MY BODY:
I will eat less; 1 will eat only healthy foods. I will
thank GOD for my body.

TODAY I WILL GROW SPIRITUALLY:

I will spend a little more time in prayer today: 1 will
begin reading something spiritual or inspirational to-
day; I will find a quiet place (at some point during this
day) and listen to GOD"s voice!l!

Grell Bikss WMot
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THE WOMEN’S CENTER

What is The Women’s Center? It is a pro-
life ministry devoted to helping women in problem
pregnancies. They have three counseling offices in
the Chicago area. They are funded by private dona-
tions. Each year their counselors help approximately
5,000 women and their families. Approximately
29,000 babies are living because of their mission.

If you have a heart for helping them save ba-
bies and their mothers, call Katie at 773-794-8807
for information about counselor volunteer training
sessions. They will be held at the north side office
5116 N. Cicero, Chicago.

Baby items are always needed. At the pre-
sent time they need baby shampoo and lotion, clean-
ing supplies, paper products, shampoo and toiletries
for the families. Please call 773-794-1313 for their
address where these can be dropped off. The fami-
lies who receive these are grateful for your generos-
ity.

They also need baby cribs, crib parts, mat-
tresses, bumper pads and crib sheets, infant car seats,
baby swings, and bounders. If you attend a garage
sale and buy any of these to donate to our moms, it
will be most appreciated. Sometimes at the end of
the sale, the people are willing to donate the items.
The Women’s Center can provide tax receipts. They
would appreciate if you would deliver the items to
them by calling 773-794-1313.

CHOOSE LIFE LICENSE PLATES

Would you be interested in having the option to ob-
tain CHOOSE LIFE LICENSE PLATES in Illinois? For
more information to sign a petition, checkout web-
site www.ILchoose-life.org. Support Illinois
Choose Life by signing a petition, asking others to
sign, and buying Choose Life license plate holders to
help fund this effort. Call 312-422-9300.
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one of the most inhospitable places in the region. The
soil was so poor that almost nothing could grow in it
and in winter the weather was so bitter that the
monks, who were living in wooden huts, could barely
survive. William was urged to move to a more shel-
tered location, but refused. When fire destroyed their
hermitages, William moved to Monte Cognato in the
Basilicata. Again he left and founded monasteries at
Conza, Guglietto, and Salerno opposite the palace
where he became advisor to King Roger | of Naples.
William retired to his monastery of Gugieto, where he
died on June 25, 1142, and was buried in the church.
Though his other foundations have disappeared, his
monastery at Monte Vergine still exists.
Legend says that William began mining the
ST. WILLIAM OF VERCELLI stone and digging the foundations for the church on
FEASTDAY: JUNE 25 Montevergine when his only companion and helper
was a single donkey. One evening, a wolf charged
William was born at Vercelli, Italy, 1085. He  from the forest, killed and ate the donkey. William
was the son of noble parents, both of whom died ordered the wolf to take the donkey's place. The wolf,
when he was still a child, and his education was en-  understanding that he had interrupted God's work,
trusted to one of his kinsmen. At the age of fifteen he bowed his head, and began hauling the loads of stone.
made up his mind to renounce the world and lead a Tradition says that the same wolf still prowls the
life of penance. With this end in view, he wentona  mountain, ready to help those who are in danger and
pilgrimage to St. James of Compostella, and, not con- call upon the name of the Virgin Mary.
tent with the ordinary hardships of such a pilgrimage,
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VOTIVE CANDLES

Votive offering for the week

of June 25th In Honor of St. Joseph:
In memory of Darren Chud Denise Aragon
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Mass for the

Intentions week
Monday June 26 Weekday
8:15 AM
Tuesday June 27 St. Cyril of Alexandria
8:15 AM
Wednesday June 28 St. Irenaeus
7:00PM
Thursday  June 29 Ss. Peter & Paul
8:15AM
Friday June 30 First Martyrs of

Roman Church
8:15AM
Saturday July 1
Vigil: 13th Ordinary Sunday

4:30 to 5:15PM
5:30PM
Sunday July 2

THIRTEENTH ORDINARY SUNDAY
8:30AM I
10:00AM o St "
11:30AM % & -
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July1 &2 5:30 PM 8:30AM 10:00 AM 11:30 AM
Celebrant Father Gleeson Father Gleeson Father Lombardo | Father Lombardo
Altar L. Nowaczyk P. Tishuk R. Podkowski K. Janociak
Servers A. Nowaczyk M. Zubek D. Lawler B. A’hearn

C. Nowaczyk J. Zubek P. Lawler K. Smuda
Lector J. Jagger B. Tishuk R. Lawler N. Konieczny
LEM L. Backofen Deacon John D. Lasica D. Lasica
Ushers P. Walsh T. Lang M. Lavery B. Czaja

C. Hughes F. Pearman J. Pajkos R. Poynter

J. Starha H. Grutza D. Butalla J. Neadly

N. Nowaczyk M. Hally J. Bresingham M. Fleckenstein




