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FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR

WHERE DID JESUS GET ALL OF WHAT?

“Jesus departed from there and came to His
native place, accompanied by His disciples. When
the Sabbath came He began to teach in the syna-
gogue, and many who heard Him were astonished.
They said: Where did this man get all this? What
kind of wisdom has been given him? What mighty
deeds are wrought by His hands! Is He not the car-
penter, the Son of Mary?”

Pete Rose made it big in his hometown of
Cincinnati, Ohio. Jesus Christ did not make it big in
His hometown of Nazareth. It needs to be pro-
claimed, however, that the good reputation of Jesus
has lasted a lot longer than the good reputation of the

whom God had sent the prophet Ezekiel. “Hard of
face and obstinate of heart are they to whom | am
sending you.” Would we also have turned against
Jesus?

The truth is that Jesus the Christ is still with
us. He speaks to us when the Sacred Scriptures are
read at Mass. He instructs us through the tradition of
the Catholic Church. Are we afraid to listen? Are we
afraid of the truth? Are we afraid that we may have
to change our way of thinking and acting? Are we
afraid of our own faith because some of our teachings
are controversial within this society? Are we afraid
to accept these truths because of the disapproval of

guy with over 4,000 major league
base hits. In most instances people
will get behind a home grown boy or
girl who does well in entertainment,
sports, or politics. They feel proud of
a successful person who used to live
twenty minutes away. So why did
the people of Our Lord’s hometown
reject Him? The answer lies in that
question above. “Where did this man
get all this?” Where did Jesus get all
of what? The meaning seems to be
that He was making too much of
Himself in their opinion, that in their
view He was just an ordinary fellow

neighbors?

The Church warns us that
abortion is an unspeakable crime,
the taking of the most innocent of
all lives. And yet many in our
country, our townsfolk, say that the
right to choose is more important
then the right to life. Pope Paul VI,
Pope John Paul I, Pope John Paul
I1, and Pope Benedict XVI have all
taught us to be on guard against the
culture of death. But many of the
nations on earth have already legal-
ized assisted suicide and euthana-
sia. Given the kind of individuals

who makes furniture born of an ordi-

nary woman, Mary. Jesus had it fig-

ured out and explained it to His disciples. “A prophet
is not without honor except in his native place and
among his own kin and in his own house.”

It was precisely preaching like a prophet that
aroused the animosity of the townsfolk. If Jesus had
been a song and dance celebrity in the temple, He
would have been no threat to them. They would have
been proud of His notoriety. But a prophet? Who
needs a prophet? Prophets are troublemakers.
Prophets can upset the apple cart. Prophets present
unwanted challenges or even rebukes. And worst of
all prophets claim to speak the “truth”. The
neighbors of Jesus didn’t want to hear the truth.

They were afraid of it. And fear leads to rejection.
The first reading of this Mass is taken from Ezekiel.
The people of Nazareth became like their ancestors to

who hold office in this country, will

we be next? Has our hometown
become more indifferent than the hometown of Jesus
the Christ?

The people of Nazareth protested about a lo-
cal carpenter becoming a prophet. Modern Catholics
protest that the Church should stay out of “politics”
and stick to the business of saving souls. They make
the mistake of thinking that we live in two worlds,
one religious and one secular. They conclude that
faith should not intrude upon their private lives. The
truth is that we live in one world, God’s world.
“Where did this man get all this?” Is the prophecy of
the Christ too much for us? Are the teachings of His
Church too hard for us? It is time for all of us, the
townsfolk of Jesus, to answer these questions.

God Bless Our Parish
FATHER ED GLEESON, PASTOR
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The two large bouquets adorning the main
altar were made available through the kindness of
PAT & STAN RUMINSKI in memory of the Bill
& Eleanor Ruminski Family.

Clur
Woesy Uffering

Due to the 4th of July holiday, the bulletin printer
requires all bulletin copy be submitted ahead of the
normal schedule. Therefore OUR WEEKLY OFFER-
TORY information will be delayed. The July 2nd
amounts will be published in the July 16th bulletin.

VOCATIONS

Look with new eyes at the people in your neighbor-
hood, in your parish. Whose son or daughter has the
capacity to serve God’s people as a sister, brother or
priest? Don’t be shy. Invite them to consider it! For
information on priesthood and/or religious life, con-
tact St. Peter Mary at the Archdiocesan Vocation
office 312-751-5240 or voac@archchicago.org.

TRAVEL MASS TIMES

For traveling Catholics free information on the loca-
tion of the nearest church and times of Masses on
weekends and holy days can be found by calling 1-
410-676-6000, or visit their website at
www.masstimes.org.

WHITE ELEPHANT TENT SHALE

Franciscan Village in Lemont is accepting
donations for their White Elephant Tent Sale, now
through August 4th. Items will be sold at their
“Picnic In Our Backyard”, on Sunday, August 20th.
Also accepting donations of new unopened bottles of
liquor, bar giftware and accessories for the Liquor
Booth Game. Volunteer opportunities are available
at the picnic.

Come on over and get acquainted with your
neighbors at Franciscan Village. They’d love to get
to know you! For additional information call the
Picnic Hotline 630-243-3435, or email Joan at the
Franciscan Village Development Office:
jswigon@franciscancommunities.com.

L)

(D Queen of Peace High School is pleased
to share good news about students who
are members of our parish with out-
standing performance during the 4th
quarter of the school year earning them
recognition on the Queen of Peace
Honor Roll.

SUSAN A. JANOCIAK

THE A HONOR ROLL

WORLD MISSION

MISSION APPEAL FOR THE OBLATE

MISSION IN SRI LANKA, JULY 15 & 16

Fr. Philip Singarayar, OMI an Oblate from
Sri Lanka, who currently ministers in the Formation
Program at the Oblate House of Theology in Chi-
cago (Hyde Park) will be preaching at all the Masses
next weekend.

SRI LANKA is a beautiful island, formally
known as Ceylon and is also known for its famous
Ceylon Tea. The country is 300 miles long and 240
miles wide. It has a diverse population of 19 million
people: 70% Buddhists, 17% Hindus, 7% Muslims
and 6% Christians.

In 1847, the Founder of The Oblate Mission-
aries, Eugene De Mazenod sent the first Oblates to
Ceylon. In 1995, Eugene De Mazenod was canon-
ized a Saint for the whole Church. Today, Sri Lanka
has 200 Oblates and 46 Seminarians ministering to
about 1,200 families in 23 parishes, running 2 or-
phanages for 110 children, a correctional center and
a home for retired priests.

The Oblates are also ministering in 3 par-
ishes in the Tsunami affected areas where about 200
people died and about 2,000 families lost their
homes, boats, fishing gears and all their belongings.

The Oblates from Sri Lanka are also sending
Missionaries to Korea, Japan, India, Pakistan, Bang-
ladesh and Canada.

The Oblate Mission in Sri Lanka needs your
kind help and is asking for both prayers and your
generous support.
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OUR LADY OF THE NEW MILLENNIUM WILL BE AT HERE AT ST. JAMES

BETWEEN SUNDAY, JULY 23 AND SUNDAY, AUGUST 6.

Wanted:

Our Lady of the New Millennium Reflections

By Kathrynne Skonicki

Catholic Explorer

Thursday, March 23, 2006
ROMEOVILLE—The shiny, glimmering 33-foot tall steel
statue of Our Lady the New Millennium has attracted
crowds of curious onlookers and flocks of the faithful
over the last six years as it has toured around the Mid-
west. Its miraculous appeal has even attracted an author
who now is in the process of writing a book about the
statue and its creator. “It’s really a journey for me and
I’m enjoying it,” said Gail Jardine, a resident of St.
Charles, lll., who has been a professional writer for sev-
eral decades.

Jardine explained she is
writing a self-published book in two
sections; one chronicling the life of
the late Carl Demma, who commis-
sioned the statue, and the other
about the places the statue visited
and the impact it has had on peo-
ple.

Jardine has almost com-
pleted the first part, which she de-
scribed as a fascinating narrative
because the story of how the statue
originated was not as simple as the
clean, slick lines of the stainless
steel. It took decades to clear finan-
cial hurdles and overcome other
obstacles before Demma, a mem-
ber of St. Germaine Parish in Oak
Lawn, was finally able to commis-
sion the statue completed by artist
Charles Parks in 1999. His child-
hood perception of Mary—was fi-
nally realized at the turn of the cen-
tury.

The late Pope John Paul |l blessed the 8,400-
pound statue in January 1999 while visiting St. Louis.
Then, a Marina Cartage Services truck hauled it to Holy
Name Cathedral, where Cardinal Francis E. George of-
fered his own blessing. For the last six years, the truck-
ing company has freely transported the statue to par-
ishes, schools and stadiums in lllinois, Wisconsin, Indi-
ana and Michigan.

“It’s such a beautiful story. | believe it’s beautiful
from the beginning until the end,” added Francine
Demma, Carl’s widow, during a recent phone conversa-
tion with the Catholic Explorer.

Ironically, Carl died in 2000, but preparations are
already under way for another season of travel for the
statue. Demma, who has taken up her husband’s mission
of coordinating the statue’s travel, said the summer
schedule is already full, with plans for it to leave its
“winter home”—Sacred Heart Parish in Palos Hills—
shortly after Mother’s Day in May and return in October

after a final stop at a parish near an abortion clinic.

The statue has visited over 200 parishes in the
last six years, according to Jardine. The newsletter
writer is currently ready to embark on the second half of
the book by requesting submissions from people who
visited the statue anywhere along its journey.

So far the influence of the statue is far greater
than the grand shadow the 33-foot-tall statue casts. Our
Lady of the New Millennium still spiritually inspires
Demma, who walked alongside her husband on this great
journey during their 43 years of marriage and continues
to carry on their great devotion to Mary. She said, “As
many times as | see it, it is very moving to me.”

Among the dozens of people who plan to submit
inspirational stories about their encounter with the

statue is Franciscan Sister Jude Marie
' Naiden, assistant principal of Mount Assisi
Academy in Lemont. She explained the
statue’s visit in the spring of 2000 to their
southwest suburban facility “really turned
out to be a Lemont effort.”

She recalled how the six Catholic
parishes united their efforts to share host-
ing duties and many other community or-
ganizations assisted as well. Even the vil-

. | lage of Lemont issued a proclamation an-
%21 nouncing the distinguished visit of the

'] statue on the campus of Mount Assisi
Academy and the grounds of Mount Assisi

§ Convent for School Sisters of St. Francis of
i Christ the King.

“People were just coming up all
through the day and evening,” said Sister
Naiden. She credited good old-fashioned
Catholicism with attracting large crowds
to the site. She said, “I think there is a
great devotion and reverence to Mary in
the heart of most Catholic people, tradi-
tionally.”

The inspirational stories were certainly flowing
Sept. 4-9, 2005, when the statue visited Holy Trinity Par-
ish in Westmont, added Mary Sue Eck, parishioner. She
recalled accounts of people who hadn’t prayed the ro-
sary in years started the ritual again. There was also a
constant flow of visitors, even into the wee hours of the
morning.

Personally, the visit revealed a different side of
her pastor Father William DeSalvo. She said, “He was like
a little kid.” Eck described how she reveled in witnessing
her pastor’s excitement for the statue and the devotions
surrounding it. As the crowds flooded the Westmont par-
ish, Father DeSalvo responded by organizing and leading
prayer vigils. He also eagerly evangelized Catholics and
non-Catholics alike as curious onlookers stopped to in-
quire about the statue and the devotion to Mary. She
said, “He spread his excitement.”

(Submissions may be mailed to Gail Jardine at

35 Whittington Course, St. Charles, IL 60901.)
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HOLY LAND

LENTEN PILGRIMAGE

The Catholic New World cordially invites
you to join MRev. Gustavo Garcia-Siller, M.Sp.S on
a 10-day pilgrimage to the Hold Land on March 19-
28, 2007. This Holy Land trip will take place during
Lent 2007—a perfect time for reflection and prayer.
It will give the travelers a deeper understanding of
the Scriptures and closer contact with the life of Je-
sus Christ and His mission of salvation. Visit Tel
Aviv, Jerusalem,Tiberias and the upper Galilee.
Some of the highlights are Mount of Olives, Garden
of Gethsemane, the Wailing Wall, Via Dolorosa
(Stations of the Cross), the Rock of Calvary, Church
of the Nativity, Masada, Jericho, the Jordan River,
the Mount of Beatitudes, Cana, Church of the An-
nunciation, plus much more. Special price for the
first 65 registrants $2,499 from Chicago ($2,399) if
before paid before December 9, 2006). There are a
few brochures in back of church if you are inter-
ested, or call 800-713-9800 and ask about Tour
#70303.
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THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
A STORY OF FAITH

Available Exclusively in Parishes soon at special

price. This book contains two main sections: ap-
proximately one third is dedicated to the rich history
of the Archdiocese of Chicago from the early years
as a mission church to its current status as one of the
premier Catholic Diocese’ in the world. It tells a
story of how a people of faith have faced, and con-
tinue to face, the challenges of living the gospel
message in this portion of the Lord’s Vineyard. The
second section introduces every parish, starting with
City Parishes in alphabetical order and ending with
the Suburbs Parishes, in alphabetical order per town-
ship. His Eminence, Francis Cardinal George,
O.M.1., Archbishop of Chicago will preface the
book.

Hundreds of color photographs, archival
documents, paintings and maps illustrate the rich
history of the Catholic Church in Chicago. The book
will be available exclusively in Parishes at $35, well
below its market value of $60. A portion of the pro-
ceeds of the sales will be dedicated to the Preserva-
tion of Sacramental Registers and films in the Arch-
diocesan Archives.
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VOTIVE CANDLES
Votive offering for the week
|OfJUly 9th fD Chud InH fStJ h — for the
n memory of Darren Chu n Honor of St. Joseph: -
Denise Aragon Intentions weelk
Monday July 10 Weekday
8:15 AM rJohn & Mary Lapka
We live in a society that wants
to wipe out human imperfec- :
tion. We attempt to control ;;1“111;3 f;i;‘[y %ul\l/lyall g:é?enedmt
every aspect of our lives. : y
This attitude has led to in-
creased pressure on parents Wednesday July 12 Weekday
DUE!'F to abort “imperfect” children, 7:00PM T Purgatorial Society
with doctors suggesting to
parents that it would be selfish
to give birth to such children. Thursday July 13 St. Henry
8:15AM TSuzanne Fargan
PRAYER: That God may touch the hearts and open
the eyes of those who perform abortions so they . . .
truly understand what they are doing, we pray. Friday July 14_ Bl. Kateri Tekakwitha
8:15AM TBernice Fargan
Saturda July 15
MOTHER MC AULEY GOLF OUTING )\I/ig”. 155;] Ordinary Sunday

The St. Xavier Academy/Mother McAuley
Alumnae Assocation will host its annual Golf Out-

4:30 to 5:15PM

/ : 5:30PM
ing: Putt & Party on Friday, July 21 at Stony Creek

Golf Course in Oak Lawn. All net proceeds will go

toward financial assistance for students. Sunday

Golf starts at 1:00pm followed by a buffet

Confessions
Leon John Pieprzyca—
Birthday

July 16

FIFTEENTH ORDINARY SUNDAY

and raffle at 5:30pm. A fee of $65 covers both golf 8:30AM Living & Deceased Parishioners
and buffet. For Non-golfers its $25 for the buffet. 10:00AM TWilliam & Rosemary Doyle
The raffle includes cash prizes, a weekend stay at 11:30AM TArthur O’Hara
Lake Delavan and many more prizes.
Contact the alumni Office at 773-881-6565
or visit www.mothermcauley.org.
July 15 & 16 5:30 PM 8:30AM 10:00 AM 11:30 AM
Celebrant Missionary Priest | Missionary Priest | Father Gleeson Father Gleeson
Altar K. Janociak P. Tishuk M. Witter J. Haluska
Servers M. Christakis D. Lawler M. Wall R. Podkowski
N. Christakis P. Lawler S. Witter A. Gorniak
Lector L. Pieprzyca T. Gorski D. Witter M. Fleckenstein
LEM Deacon John Deacon John Deacon John Deacon John
Ushers P. Walsh R. Lawler D. Witter N. Konieczny
E. Liczwek T. Lang M. Lavery B. Czaja
C. Hughes F. Pearman J. Pajkos J. Neadly
N. Nowaczyk H. Grutza M. Wall R. Poynter




