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FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 

WWEE N NEEDEDEEDED M MOREORE T THANHAN T TWOWO F FISHISH  ANDAND F FIVEIVE B BARLEYARLEY    

LLOAVESOAVES A ATT T THEHE S SUMMERUMMER G GRILLRILL    

 “Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He 
sat down with His disciples.  The Jewish feast of 
Passover was near.  When Jesus raised His eyes and 
saw that a large crowd was coming to Him, He said 
to Philip:  Where can we buy enough food for them 
to eat?  He said this to test him, because He Himself 
knew what He was going to do.  Philip answered 
Him:  Two hundred days’ wages worth of food would 
not be enough for each of them to have a little.  One 
of His disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, 
said to Him: There is a boy here who has five barley 
loaves and two fish; but what good are these for so 
many?  Jesus said:  Have the people recline.” 
 By the time that St. John 
wrote his Gospel about sixty years 
after the death and resurrection of 
his beloved Master, the celebration 
of Sunday Mass had already been 
firmly established as an expression 
of what it means to be a follower of 
the Christ.  St. John as an old man 
constructed his sixth chapter in such 
a way that his readers would be 
drawn to see their Sunday obser-
vance reflected in his Gospel.  The sixth chapter 
opens with this narrative about how Jesus fed five 
thousand people with the two fish and five loaves.  
St. John as a young man was there that day.  He was 
an eyewitness.  It was, in the words of the apostle, a 
vast crowd.  And so the Mass is likewise not a private 
devotion or the privilege of a few.  It is the celebra-
tion of the “vast crowd” throughout the world who 
are God’s people. 
 A week ago the men of our Holy Name Soci-
ety hosted their “Summer Grill.”  We needed more 
than two fish and five barley loaves at the Summer 
Grill.  But Jesus didn’t.  “Then Jesus took the loaves, 
gave thanks, and distributed them to those who were 
reclining, and also as much of the fish as they 
wanted.  When they had had their fill, He said to His 
disciples:  Gather the fragments left over, so that 
nothing will be wasted.  So they collected them, and 
filled twelve wicker baskets with fragments from the 
five barley loaves that had been more than they could 

eat.”  In the same way at Mass some of the people 
from the congregation as representatives of the com-
munity bring forward bread and wine to begin the 
preparation of the gifts.  They are like the young boy 
in the Gospel with the two fish and five loaves.  The 
gifts that they present to the celebrant of the Mass 
seem insignificant in comparison with what they will 
become. 
 In the narrative about the loaves Our Lord 
performed eucharistic actions.  He took the loaves of 
bread and gave thanks. In fact, the word “Eucharist” 
means just that: to give thanks.  St. Matthew was also 
there on that day of the multiplication of the loaves 

and fish.  He too was an eyewitness.  
Within the narrative of his own Gospel 
St. Matthew offered a detail not men-
tioned by St. John.  St. Matthew writes 
that after Jesus had looked up to heaven 
and given thanks, He broke the bread 
and gave the loaves to His disciples who 
distributed the bread among the people.  
That sounds exactly like what happens at 
Sunday Mass when the priest is assisted 
by the parish Deacon and the lay minis-

ters of Holy Communion.  Like St. John St. Matthew 
was comparing the story with the Eucharist. 
 What about the two fish?  What do fish have 
to do with the bread and wine becoming the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ during the consecration of 
the Mass?  Well, even though the fish are not part of 
our eucharistic meal, they are an ancient and still cur-
rent Christian symbol.  The initial letters in Greek for 
“Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Savior” form a message 
which spells out the Greek word for fish: 
“ICHTHUS.” For those folks alert to the meaning of 
symbols, any mention of a fish makes them remem-
ber that God loved us so much that He sent His only 
Son who became our Savior through the sacrificial 
offering of Himself on the cross.  The Eucharist is the 
living memorial of that sacrifice.  During the Mass 
we exclaim to the Christ:  “By dying you destroyed 
our death; by rising you restored our life.” 
   God Bless Our Parish 
   FATHER ED GLEESON, PASTOR 
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FLOWERFLOWERFLOWERFLOWERFLOWERFLOWERFLOWERFLOWER SSSSSSSS        
 The two large bouquets adorning the main 
altar were made available through the kindness of 
BOB & ROMONA HALUSKA for the intention 

of Joshua Haluska’s birthday and HENDRICA 

GHALI in memory of Dr. Sami Ghali.    

The collection for St. James on the weekend of 
July 23rd was $ 
 

 The number of July 23 Offertory Envelopes 
handed in the weekend of July 22 and 23 was      . 
The amount of money coming out of those envelopes 
was $                 which averages out to $       per en-
velope.  Our many thanks to the     contributing fami-
lies. 
 

BLESS YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED AND 

VALUED SUPPORT.  
 

“Returning to God what is God’s“Returning to God what is God’s??  
 God not only knows how much we give, but 
God also sees why we give.  Let’s not be ashamed to 
have the Lord look not only at our gifts, but also into 
our hearts.  

VOCATIONS VOCATIONS   

 The young boy gave what he had—five 
loaves of bread and a couple of dried fish—and all 
were fed.  Imagine if you gave all you had...consider 
being a priest, deacon, brother, or sister. For infor-
mation on priesthood and/or religious life, contact 
St. Peter Mary at the Archdiocesan Vocation office 
312-751-5240 or voac@archchicago.org. 

 
OUR LADY OF THE 

NEW MILLENNIUM STATUE  
WILL BE AT HERE AT ST. JAMES   

UNTIL SUNDAY MORNING  
AUGUST 6TH   

ROSARY &  

MASS IN THE 

GROTTO 
  

 On Wednesday evening August 
2nd, the Recitation of the Rosary will 
take place at the Our Lady of the New 
Millennium statue at 6:30pm followed 
by 7:00pm Mass in the Our Lady of the 
Forest Grotto (weather permitting, or 
the Mass will be held in church). Eve-
ryone is invited to attend.  Bishop Perry 
will be the celebrant on that day. Light 
refreshments will be served following 
the Mass. 
 Make time to visit our Blessed 
Mother and say a short prayer anytime 

TRAVEL MASS TIMESTRAVEL MASS TIMES 
For traveling Catholics free informa-
tion on the location of the nearest 
church and times of Masses on week-
ends and holy days can be found by 
calling 410-676-6000, or visit their 
website at www.masstimes.org. 



 

 

Page Four                                                                   July 30, 2006 



 

 

                                 Seventeenth Ordinary Sunday                                               Page Five 

CHURCH-GOING CHRISTIANS MOST 

LIKELY TO BE PRO-LIFE 

 A Gallup poll analysis concluded recently 
that there is a “stark difference in views on abortion 
between Americans who are Christians and those 
who are not Christians.” 
 The analysis also found that “While the 
broad type of Christian religion to which one ad-
heres does not seem to affect one’s attitude toward 
abortion, the intensity with which one practices that 
religion does.”  Weekly church-goers were over-
whelmingly more pro-life than those who attend just 
once a month or seldom.  The latter were much more 
likely to favor unlimited abortion, and those who 
attended church almost weekly were split between 
pro-life and pro-abortion views. 
 Among non-Christians, 54% said abortion 
should be legal under any circumstances, and among 
those with no religious preference, 39% supported 
legal abortion in all circumstances.  Only 20% of 
Christians supported this view. 
 Evangelicals, Mormons and Greek Orthodox 
were much more likely to say abortion should al-
ways be illegal than Catholics or main-line Protes-
tants, the poll analysis found. 

P ICNIC  IN  “OUR BACKYARD” 

 Franciscan Village (Lemont): Sunday, Au-
gust 20th you are invited to the annual  Picnic In Our 
Backyard.  Free Parking.  Free Admission.  Enjoy 
the Theatiki Fife & Drum Corps. Performance at 
12:00pm.  Dance or listen to music by Eddie Korosa, 
Jr. starting at 1:00pm.  One-day event hours are from 
11:00am to 5:00pm; huge one-day White Elephant 
Sale.  Games of chance including:  Bingo, Pull Tabs, 
Variety & Crafts, Pot ‘O Gold; also Children’s 
Games, Cash Raffle & Opportunity Quilt Raffle 
Drawings—(quilt was created by Franciscan resi-
dents with Frankie Caruso of the Salt Creek Quilters 
Guild).  Bring your whole family for a fun filled day 
at our old-fashioned family picnic.  Group Tours of 
Franciscan Village will be available at 1:00pm & 
2:30pm from the picnic grounds.  Food Vendors:  
Brown’s Chicken and Franciscan Village Snack 
Shack will be selling:  Chicken, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs; Bobak’s Polish Sausage and Pierogi, Sauer-
kraut, and more.  Please help by supporting our food 
vendors.  No Grills.  No Coolers.  Open to the pub-
lic. Picnic grounds located at 14700 Main St., Le-
mont.  For additional information, call the Picnic 
Hotline: 630-243-3435 or email 
jswigon@franciscancommunities.com. 

 The Illinois Right to Life has reserved  
Kiddieland Amusement Park from 5pm to 10pm 
on Friday, September 8th.  Kiddieland is located 
on 8400 W. North Ave. in Melrose Park.  Ticket  
prices : 1-24, $18.50 each; 25 or more, $16.50 
each: Tickets will be $21 each at the door (if 
available) Children 2 years old and under FREE.  
Order forms for tickets are available in back of 
church. Or you can call to purchase tickets by 
credit card 312-422-9300. 
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LIVE IN A MANNER WORTHY OF THE 

CALL YOU HAVE RECEIVED… 

 Marriage is not only a sacrament, but a call-
ing sanctified by our Lord.  Come away with your 
spouse for a very special Worldwide Marriage En-
counter Weekend, and let God guide your marriage 
into a deeper unity with each other and with Him.  
The next Weekend dates are August 4-6, September 
22-24, November 3-5, or December 1-3.  For reser-
vations, please call Jim and Kris at 800-442-3554 or 
visit their website at www.wwmechicago-gary.org. 

FAIR-TRADED COFFEE 

 Did you know?  Coffee is the second most 
valuable item on international trade.  It is also a vital 
source of income for thousands of small farmers and 
their families in some of the poorest countries in the 
world. 
 As world market prices plummeted in the 
year 2000, the price of a pound of coffee went from 
$1.40 to as low as 45 cents or less the next year.  
Coffee growing communities were devastated and an 
increase in migration from these areas began. 
 Communities of faith are looking for ways to 
respond to this issue. 
 One of these faith groups to respond is CRS 
(Catholic Relief Services.) The CRS Coffee Project 
has a two-pronged objective: 
1.  To support struggling coffee farmers around the 
world by raising awareness of unfair trade practices, 
increasing the demand for high-quality coffee 
bought at more stable, fair prices and helping farm-
ers diversify their crops and meet high coffee quality 
standards. 
2.  To give U.S. Catholics the opportunity to live out 
their faith, which calls them not only to learn about 
the injustices that exist around the world but also to 
actively work for justice and support of the poor.  
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Monday July 31 St. Ignatius of Loyola 
8:15 AM �Sebastian & Maria  
  Farganus 
 

Tuesday August 1 St. Alphonsus 
8:15 AM �Mary Graf 

 

Wednesday August 2 St. Eusebius 

6:30PM  Rosary in Grotto 

7:00PM  �John & Mary Lapka 

 
Thursday August 3 Weekday 
8:15AM  �Suzanne Fargan 

 

Friday  August 4 St. John Vianny 

8:15AM  �Bernice Fargan 

 

Saturday August 5 

Vigil: Transfiguration of the Lord 
4:30 to 5:15PM Confessions 

5:30PM  �Leon John Pieprzyca 

 

Sunday August 6  

TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 
8:30AM  Living & Deceased Parishioners  

10:00AM �Paul & Patricia Pearson 
11:30AM int. of Marie & John Hilan— 
   56th Anniversary 

VOTIVE CANDLES 
Votive offering for the week 
of July 30th 
In memory of Darren Chud 
8 votive candles donated by 
    the Nelson Family 

 

Aug. 5 & 6Aug. 5 & 6Aug. 5 & 6Aug. 5 & 6 5:30 PM5:30 PM5:30 PM5:30 PM 8:30AM8:30AM8:30AM8:30AM 10:00 AM10:00 AM10:00 AM10:00 AM 11:30 AM11:30 AM11:30 AM11:30 AM 

CelebrantCelebrantCelebrantCelebrant    Father Gleeson Father Gleeson Father Gleeson Father Schmidt 

Altar Altar Altar Altar     
ServersServersServersServers    

K. Janociak 

M. Christakas 

N. Christakas 

P. Tishuk 

R. Podkowski 

J. Dillenburg 

P. Lawler 

D. Lawler 

D. Veitkus 

B. Ahearn 

J. Haluska 

Z. Reitz 

LectorLectorLectorLector    J. Jagger B. Tishuk D. Lawler S. Hagen 

LEMLEMLEMLEM    Deacon John Deacon John Deacon John Deacon John 

UshersUshersUshersUshers    
    
    
    

E. Liczwek 

C. Hughes 

J. Starha 

N. Nowaczyk  

T. Lang 

F. Pearman    

H. Grutza 

R. Lawler  

M. Lavery 

J. Pajkos 

M. Wall 

J. Bresingham  

B. Czaja 

D. Butalla 

J. Neadly 

M. Fleckenstein  

We are called to build a society in which every life, 
even the weakest embryonic life, is embraced as a 
gift and treasure of infinite and irreplaceable value.   

Rev. Tadeus Pacholczyk, PhD,  
the South Cross, 2/0/06 

 

PRAYER:  That believers may reach out in gentleness 
and love to help women experiencing an untimely 
pregnancy, we pray. 

VIGIL CANDLES 

We try to have vigils lit at all times at our two shrines. 
Keeping them lit with your intentions has been a tradi-
tion here for many years.  Each lit candle lasts for one 
week.  In the past few weeks there are few and fewer 
vigils being lit.  When there are no intentions requested 
they will remain out.  If you would like to light a vigil 
for a special intention the donations is $8.00 each 
which pays for the candle.  You name will be placed on 
the candle which will burn for one week.  You can find 
vigil light envelopes in the back of church.  You can fill 
them out and drop them in the collection basket or give 
them to one of the ushers.  


