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August 27,2006

FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR

JOSHUA SERVED THE LORD. ST. PETER RECOGNIZED JESUS AS THE LORD.

Daily decisions are a part of life. What time
will I go to bed tonight? What time will I get up in
the morning? What clothes will I put on? What will
| eat for breakfast? In most of these matters our deci-
sions are constantly changing. But there are some
decisions which by their nature should be permanent.
These are fundamental choices which we make by
our own free will, an excellent example of which is
the decision to marry. Count me out. Marriage is a
covenant, a permanent, loving relationship of fidelity
in which a man and a woman become one. God the
Father invited His Chosen People of Old Testament
times to become His partner in a covenant, kind of

want to leave? Simon Peter answered Him: Master,
to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life. We have come to believe and we are convinced
that you are the Holy One of God.” Like Josh before
him Pete was a very aggressive, outspoken fellow.
Even though they lived hundreds of years apart, the
two complimented each other. Joshua served the
Lord. St. Peter recognized Jesus as the Lord. St.
John continues the narrative.

“Since Jesus knew that His disciples were
murmuring about this, He said to them: the words |
have spoken to you are Spirit and life. But there are
some of you who do not believe.” Well, that was for

like a spiritual form of marriage.
Joshua, the leader of God’s peo- |
ple after the death of Moses, un- §
derstood the importance of this
covenant. And so in the first
reading of this Mass Josh chal-
lenged the people to follow his
own good example. The mes-
sage was real clear.

“If it does not please you
to serve the Lord, decide today
whom you will serve, the gods
your fathers served beyond the

oo

—=rmry SUre. At this point most of them va-
1moosed, but not all. St. Peter was
e 3 the number one believer. Peter’s

E profession of faith was not forced
| {upon him. He had received a grace
F : which was not unlike a proposal of
; $marriage. To this grace he freely re-
| isponded. He had made a decision to
% : bind himself so closely to the Christ
i that, despite his later momentary
] . f
1 ii lapse, he would be of one mind in
I faith with Jesus. In effect Peter said
1 that he wanted to enter into a perma-
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river or the gods of the Amorites
in whose country you are now
dwelling. As for me and my household, we will
serve the Lord.” In other words shape up or ship out.
Centuries later Jesus the Christ confronted the de-
scendants of God’s people with the same kind of real
clear message.

As you may recall from the Gospels of the
last two Sundays Jesus made a statement that totally
confounded His listeners. “The bread that | will give
is my flesh for the life of the world. Those who eat
my flesh and drink my blood have life everlasting
and I will raise them up on the last day.” The follow-
ers of the Christ responded to the clear message the
same way that the Chosen People responded to
Joshua’s clear message. They took a hike. “This
saying is hard; who can accept it?” In the Gospel of
today’s Mass St. John describes what happened next.
“As a result of this, many of His disciples returned to
their former way of life and no longer accompanied
Him. Jesus then said to the twelve: Do you also

o mmeme. NENL, loving, faithful commitment.
We have the same grace
which means that we have the same challenge, the
same decision to make. Our Lord made faith in the
Eucharist the ultimate test of faith in Himself. Ap-
propriately the Eucharist is the sacrament of the new
and everlasting covenant. To embrace the Eucharist
and to make the celebration of this sacrament the cen-
ter and heart of our lives is to live out the permanent
loving faithful relationship which makes the Christ
and ourselves two in one flesh. That is our commit-
ment. Why do we believe in the Eucharist? Why do
we value this sacramental gift? Why is the Mass the
highest expression of our Catholic Faith? Why is re-
ceiving Holy Communion the center of our devo-
tional lives? All four questions have the same one
answer. Because God the Son has the words of ever-
lasting life and we believe that He is God the Father’s
Holy One.
God Bless Our Parish
FATHER ED GLEESON, PASTOR
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The two Iar? eL gwil}d%min the main For those students who have Re“gious :
ge houqu g already registered for our Education

altar were made available through the kindness of
ROBERT POULIOT.

Our
Weekly Offerinp

The collection for St. James on the weekend of
August 20 was $3662.00
Assumption was $606.00

The number of August 20 Offertory Enve-
lopes handed in the weekend of August 19 and 20
was 145. The amount of money coming out of those
envelopes was $3,243.00 which averages out to
$22.37 per envelope. Our many thanks to the $22.37
contributing families.

© 1. . Paluch Co., Inc.

LABOR DAY
Monday, September 4th

"1
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Starting at 11:30AM |
Our annual parish picnic will be held on |
| Labor Day, Monday, September 4. A votive |
Mass for American Labor Day will be cele- |

| brated here in church at 10:00am. We will |
| use Sag Hall and the picnic grounds behind |
| Sag Hall beginning at around 11:30am. |
Meat, refreshments, and games for the chil- I
dren will be supplied. There is a picnic sign- |

| up list in the back of church. Let us know |
| how many members of your family will be |
| attending. Each family is asked to bringa |
| meat dish, or a pasta dish, or a salad, or I
| dessert. I
ol

2006-2007 Religious Education
program, classes begin on Sun-
day, September 10, from 10:00

to 11:15am. .

REBUILD CHURCH, REBUILD HOPE:
A National Collection for the Archdiocese of New
Orleans and the Diocese of Biloxi
STATISTICS:
—In the Diocese of Biloxi, 428 of 433 church-
owned properties were destroyed or seriously dam-
aged.
—In the Archdiocese of New Orleans, 200,000
homes were lost, including the rectories of priests
and the homes of deacons who were attempting to
minister to others while they themselves were losing
everything.
—In New Orleans, 60% of the population has not
returned; 80% of the population in hard-hit St. Ber-
nard’s civil parish has not returned; almost no one
has returned to Lower Plaguemines.
—In some regions, people have had to move an av-
erage of three times, some as many as nine times, in
attempting to re-establish their families and their
livelihood.
—Diocese of Biloxi reports $70,000,000 worth of
damage to buildings, but only half of that amount is
covered by insurance. New Orleans reports
$52,000,000 estimated uninsured flood damage for
buildings the Archdiocese is trying to reopen right
now, and another $70,000,000 for buildings whose
reopening has had to be delayed.
—Rebuilding the Church and her structures is criti-
cally important now, as many civil jurisdictions de-
clare that they are no longer able to house and care
for persons displaced by the 2005 hurricanes, and
will be unable to do so in the future.

Thank you for your support!
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OUR LADY OF THE NEW MILLENNIUM’S VISIT AT ST. JAMES
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ZACCHAEUS HOUSE THANK YOU
Dear Fr. Gleeson & The Community of St. James,
Your kindness to us enables us to be kind to

others, in the name of the Lord! Thank you for
thinking of Zacchaeus House with your Christian
alms of $1,358.82. In so doing you are definitely a
companion to us with this important ministry to the
poor.

Abrom Salley, Director

Bishop Joseph N. Perry, President

ACADEMY OF OUR LADY ALUMNAE TO
ATTEND REUNION

The Academy of Our Lady (Longwood)
Alumnae Association will sponsor its annual Reun-
ion events Saturday, Oct. 21, and Sunday, Oct. 22,
2006.

A prayer service will take place at 10:30am
Saturday, Oct. 21, at the Lourdes Grotto on the
A.O.L. campus, 95th & Loomis Streets, Chicago.
(Alumnae and guests are asked to enter the campus
from Loomis Street, just south of 95th St.)

A.O.L. Alumnae will gather again Sunday,
Oct. 22, for Mass at 10:30am, followed by brunch, at
the Hilton Oak Lawn Hotel, 94th & Cicero Ave.,
Oak Lawn, IL. Mass will be celebrated by the Rev.
Herman Sisek, a Maryknoll missionary priest.
Brunch tickets are $35 (cash bar). All AOL Alum-
nae are invited to attend the Reunion events.
Classes celebrating 5-year anniversaries of their
graduations—years ending in —6 and -1 will receive
a special salute. Reunion reservations deadline is
Oct. 16.

Founded by the School Sisters of Notre
Dame in 1874, the Academy of Our Lady/
Longwood Academy, a Catholic high school for
girls, closed in 1999. The Chicago International
Charter School, Longwood campus, now occupies
the AOL school buildings at 1309 W. 95th St., Chi-
cago. The SSNDs retain ownership of the convent
on the property. Sisters continue to live in the con-
vent, and the AOL Alumnae Office is located there.

For more information, please call the AOL
Alumnae Office at 773-445-2300.
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Sara Kate daughter of
Shawn & Erin (Hickey) RYAN

I % /0./00-1L
Kayla Elizabeth daughter of

Michael & Jacqueline (Konieczny)
BAETZEL

We welcome these new Christians into
our Catholic Community of St. James.

Congratulations
to the familics.

Over 50? Semi-Retired? Retired?

Eager to give something back?

The IGNATIAN LAY VOLUNTEER CORPS is
accepting volunteers in the greater Chicago area.
Volunteers for the Jesuit-sponsored program will
have the opportunity to work with the materially
poor two days a week from September through June.
Currently members volunteer as—tutors/mentors in
Catholic and public schools; child-care aides/
mentors in homeless shelters; employment counsel-
ors to former prisoners; literacy and GED teachers in
community centers; home maintenance workers for
elderly citizens.

To obtain more information or attend an in-
troductory meeting please contact; George Sullivan,
Regional director of Ingatian Lay Volunteer Corps at
773-975-6871.

Visit the ILVC website at www.ilvc.org.
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VOTIVE CANDLES
Votive offering for the week  In honor of Spomer & Letizia
ofAugust27th families M::lﬁﬁ fﬂr thE-'
In memory of Darren Chud Intention of Lawler Family -
Intention for Christ Kubilius In memory of Bessie Kuntz Intentions week
ANNUA!. SUMMER FEST . Monday August 28 1y
Enjoy an afternoon of music, food and fun. 8:15 AM #Thomas J. Murphy Family
Alvernia Manor Retirement Home is having their
Annual Summer Fest on Sunday, August 27th from Tuesday August29 )$ " +
11:00 am to 4:00pm. There will also be bakery, * $2 4
crafts and White Elephant sales. Alvernia Manor is 8:15 AM *Mary & Theodore
located at 13950 Main Street. For more information Wesolowski
call 630-257-7721.
Wednesday August303 4"$
7:00PM int. of Richard W. Guzior &
VOCATION his fiancé Melissa
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 3 4
words of everlasting life.” There is nowhere else to Thursday  August 31
- . 8:15AM THenry & Mary Graf
go! You have to follow Jesus!! For information, con-
tact Sr. Peter Mary at the Archdiocesan Vocation
: ey - Friday September 1 3 4"$
Office, 312-751-5240 or voac@archchicago.org. 8:15AM % Frank Walsh
Saturday September 2
“Young people realize that if we v/t s "$
don’t speak out about what hap- 4:30 to 5:15PM Confessions
pened to Terri (Schindler), about 5:30PM TJerry Mogy
UU&F what is happening to innocent
disabled Americans every day
’?F behind the closed doors of nurs- Sunday August 27
ing homes and hospices, if we 3 5 L. Lo
don t fight it with everything we’ve got, it will happen 8:30AM Living & Deceased Parishioners
here.” 10:00AM int. of Cindy Nakon
Joliet Little, NRL News, 4/06 11:30AM wJohn Hanchar
PrRAYER: For all husbands and wives, mothers and
fathers, that they may protect and nurture each life
to them as a gift from God, we pray.
Sept.2&3 5:30 PM 8:30AM 10:00 AM 11:30 AM
Celebrant Father Fenili Father Gleeson Father Gleeson Father Gleeson
Altar K. Janociak P. Lawler A. Gorniak B. A’hearn
Servers M. Christakas D. Lawler B. J. Zubek P. Tishuk
N. Christakas D. LaSota C. M. Zubek K. Smuda
Lector J. Jagger D. LaSota D. Lasica B. Tishuk
LEM Deacon John Deacon John Deacon John Deacon John
Ushers E. Liczwek T. Lang M. Lavery B. Czaja
C. Hughes F. Pearman J. Pajkos M. Fleckenstein
J. Starha H. Grutza D. Butalla J. Neadly
N. Nowaczyk M. Hally J. Bresingham R. Poynter




